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Busy year for Archivist 
Katherine Symonds
Katherine Symonds succeeded Terry 

Heard in October 2016 as School 

Archivist having previously worked at 

Friends House, Senate House and the 

Institute of Classical Studies. 

She was awarded her MA (Hons) and 

MLitt in Classics by the University of 

Glasgow before moving on to Archives 

Administration with Aberystwyth 

University.

Commenting on her work at the 

School, she said: “It’s been a busy year in 

the Archive as we marked the Centenary 

of the First World War. Several names 

have been discovered to add to the 

Memorial and our photographs up 

to and including those years are now 

available on the website: clsarchive.org.

uk.

“It has also been a pleasure seeing 

many Old Citizens at the various events 

and reunions organised by the Alumni 

Relations team and I’m looking forward 

to meeting more of you over the next 

year. 

“The Archive has also now moved 

to its new home, nestled between the 

CCF and the Bookshop.  The collection 

being in one room means that now 

the cataloguing is in full swing and 

hopefully it will be more comfortable for 

people wishing to come and consult the 

Archive. 

“Finally, thank you to all those who 

have donated documents, photographs 

and artifacts to the collection this year! 

The more donations we receive the 

more complete the collection becomes, 

so if anyone is having a clear out don’t 

hesitate to contact us at archive@

cityoflondonschool.org.uk.”

Meet the team

Kathrin Ostermann heads up Alumni and 
Development office at City of London School

City of London School welcomed a new Director of Development and Alumni Relations, Kathrin Ostermann, at the start of the 

academic year.  Previously, Kathrin was at King’s College London, Tate and Guy’s and St Thomas’ Charity. 

Commenting on her new role, Kathrin said: “City of London School is very lucky to have a vibrant alumni community living 

in London, across the UK and around the world. Each year, we welcome back many hundreds  

of alumni to reunions and events and I am keen to grow that programme so that all Old 

Citizens have an opportunity to stay connected with the School and with each other. 

“Our alumni support the School in many ways, from donating to the Bursary 

Fund, to helping 6th Formers with their careers and university choices, to providing 

interesting talks to our younger pupils. We are very grateful. 

“We are in touch with around 4,000 alumni, but we know that nearly 2,000 OCs 

have lost touch with the School and are missing out on everything we have to offer. 

Finding them will be a priority for me over the next 12 months. 

“I am very much looking forward to progressing this life-long relationship between 

all Old Citizens and the School and working with the John Carpenter Club to achieve 

that in the years to come.”

Kathrin can be reached at  020 3680 6404

kathrin.ostermann@cityoflondonschool.org.uk

Kathrin Ostermann, Director of 
Development and Alumni Relations
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young entrepreneurs with both financial 

assistance and mentoring to launch the 

product into the mainstream educational 

sector. 

One of the JCC’s sports clubs in rude 

health is the Old Citizens Eton Fives 

Club. I was privileged to be asked by Old 

Citizen and Fives 

legend J P Reynolds 

to attend the annual 

Adams Cup and 

present the trophy 

to the winning Old 

Citizen Fives pair and a very sociable 

lunch was held at The Bull, Highgate 

afterwards.

Turning to less athletic matters, we 

are seeking to upgrade the JCC website 

and are working closely with the School 

to ensure appropriate school information 

and events find their way onto our 

website pages. 

You will also notice a new look to the 

‘Gazette’. The JCC has been working 

with a designer to improve the look of our 

annual magazine.

As President, I wanted to use my 

year as an opportunity for the JCC to 

reconnect with Grove Park. I may have 

been fortunate to play in some fantastic 

rugby stadiums around the globe but the 

standard of first team pitches at Grove 

Park beats them all! 

An Old Citizens day has been arranged 

for March 2020 to enable you to watch 

the First XI play during the year and tread 

on that hallowed turf. Details will follow 

soon via the Alumni Office.

Other regular and new initiatives from 

the Alumni Office include a gathering 

of immediate leavers in the George Pub 

after the School Carol Service at Temple 

Church and the successful first LGBTQ 

alumni reunion in January. 

The number of successful events the 

JCC supports (such as the 2008 leavers 

reunion, pictured above) can only mean 

more Old Citizens staying in touch and 

forging old and new relationships.

Finally, I cannot speak highly enough 

of the support which the JCC committee, 

with its cross-section of ages and 

experience, has given me this year as 

President.  

I’d like to thank members of the JCC 

Committee, the many 

Old Citizens who have 

contributed their time and 

energy, the Head, Kathrin 

Ostermann and others 

at the School for their 

partnership, help and support during my 

Presidency.

We have reinstated a strong and 

mutually beneficial association with 

the Head and the Alumni team at the 

School and this proactive work by your 

committee will have a  major impact on 

rekindling  friendships, enhancing career 

opportunities and assisting fundraising 

for bursaries, for which the JCC is so 

important.

My warmest regards to you all.

Neil Edwards ( 1978 -1982)
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Earlier in May, I attended the School leavers’ assembly 

as one of my duties as President of the John Carpenter 

Club. It was the last gathering of the senior sixth form 

before their exams and the last time that group would sit, listen 

and be together - a band of brothers last hurrah perhaps.

Addressing them with some envy, I told them that I wish I 

could do it all over again and that they all had a real opportunity 

of staying in touch, not just with those sitting next to them but 

with a huge number of other kindred spirits by actively engaging 

in the JCC through reunions, events, sports teams, mentoring 

and career development.

I am delighted to report that they all  provided their contact 

details to the Alumni Office. Who knows, one of them could end 

up as JCC President.

The JCC has made significant strides this year to forge 

stronger links with the School since the arrival of Alan Bird 

as Head and Kathrin Ostermann as Director of Development 

and Alumni Relations. My predecessor, John Gee Grant, and I 

have worked with them on a new framework which defines our 

relationship with the School and most importantly recognises 

that the JCC is the School’s largest and most important 

stakeholder. This enhanced relationship between ourselves and 

the School will ensure important news is not lost in the ether but 

shared with us more readily. It will also mean that Old Citizens 

of all generations will benefit from the huge talent pool that will 

open up with this new pathway between the School

and the John Carpenter Club. Please engage and support as 

much as you can.

I have had the pleasure to present international honours ties 

to CLS boys who have represented their country at any pursuit 

whether sporting, artistic or academic. As someone who stood 

behind the stumps, blocked the goal or ran the ball from under 

the posts at Grove Park, it gave me particular pleasure to present 

two ties for significant sporting success. The first was to fifth 

former Ollie O’Neil who currently plays for Fulham FC academy 

and was selected for Ireland U17s. Well done Ollie and I hope you 

will be subjected to a Match of the Day pundit scrutiny one day.

I presented a second tie to sixth former Alex Greenhalgh 

(pictured left), who has had a remarkable journey. When his 

mini rugby finished and there were limited options to join a 

local rugby club near where he lived, he started to play American 

Football at Finsbury Park. Fast forward two years and Alex was 

selected for the GB NFL team and talent spotted by NFL scouts 

to trial at six US professional teams. Hopefully, he will succeed as 

did Old Citizen, JJ Crawford (2005), who currently plays for the 

Atlanta Falcons. 

Also impressive is the entrepreneurial spirit of three junior 

sixth boys who have created an App called Notify, which enables 

students to augment handwritten notes during revision - if 

only I had that back in the day!  The JCC has supported these 

JCC forges stronger links 
with School

From the President

Alan Bird, CLS Head
at the 2018 JCC AGM and Dinner
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“We have reinstated a strong and mutually 
beneficial association with the Head and 
the Alumni team at the School” 
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Nov 2018 - June 2019   

The John Carpenter Club AGM and Dinner – 21 November 
2018

Class of 2008 Reunion – 29 November 2018

Class of 2018 Reunion – 12 December 2018

Football Reunion – 26 January 2019

LGBTQ Alumni Meet Up – 28 February 2019

Reunion Lunch at the House of Lords – 14 March 2019

Alumni Networking Breakfast: City & Business – 20 
March 2019

Class of 2009 Reunion – 2 May 2019

Class of 2014 Reunion – 16 May 2019

Class of 2013 Meet-up – 23 May 2019

Alumni Networking Breakfast: Start-ups & Tech – 19 June 
2019

Pride in London Reception – 24 June 2019

Sept 2019 - Dec 2019

Oxbridge Reception – 17 September 2019

The Alumni Office is partnering with the School’s Careers 
Department to help current pupils through their Oxbridge 
application experience. If you attended the University of 

Oxford or Cambridge in the last decade, please join us for 
a special networking reception. Call the office now to book 

your place.

Great Hall Reunion: 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994 Leavers – 
26 September 2019

The Alumni Office is looking forward to welcoming back 
1979, 1984, 1989 and 1994 Leavers for a big reunion dinner 
in the Great Hall. Tickets are £55. Please call the office now 
to book your place or visit https://www.cityoflondonschool.

org.uk/old-citizens/events.

1999 & 2004 Leavers Drinks Reception – 10 October 
2019

Celebrating 15 and 20 Year Reunions with a drinks 
reception on the Concourse at School, the Alumni Office 
will be hosting 1999 and 2004 Leavers in October. If you 
haven’t booked your place yet, call the office now or visit 

https://www.cityoflondonschool.org.uk/old-citizens/events.

Alumni Networking Breakfast: Law, Media & Culture – 
6 November 2019

The Alumni Networking Breakfast returns in November, 
bringing together alumni who work in law, media and 

culture. Tickets are free and can be booked at https://www.
cityoflondonschool.org.uk/old-citizens/events

Alumni Reception in Israel – 10 November 2019

1995 Leaver Daniel Cohen will be hosting an alumni 
reception in Tel Aviv, Israel in November. Alan Bird, the 
Head at City of London School will also be joining him. 

Please email alumni@cityoflondonschool.org.uk for more 
information.

JCC AGM and Dinner – 20 November 2019

The John Carpenter Club AGM and Dinner will take place in 
November. Get in touch with the Alumni Office to book your 

place now.

Class of 2019 Reunion – 12 December 2019
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Alumni Reunions and Events

More than 800 Old Citizens 
welcomed to gatherings in 2018/19
Building on the success of its events 

programme during the first half 

of 2019, with alumni ranging in 

age from eighteen to eighty-seven, the 

School’s Alumni Office is planning some 

great events and reunions for the upcoming 

academic year. 

As well as year group reunions in 

September, October and December, 

including the annual Great Hall reunion, 

networking receptions are taking place for 

Oxbridge Old Citizens in September and 

for alumni  in Israel in November. 

Following the success of the start-up 

and technology networking business 

breakfast in June, with guest speaker, 

Old Citizen Tim Levene, the Alumni Office is 

organising another event in November.  This time, the focus is on 

the sectors of law, media and culture.

There are many more events and reunions planned for 2020. 

The Alumni Office will soon be publicising events for any leavers 

from years ending in 0 or 5. If that’s you, look out for more 

information soon.

Please call the office on 020 3680 6314 now to book your place 

or visit https://www.cityoflondonschool.org.uk/old-citizens/

events. You can also sign-up to the alumni e-news to receive 

invitations and book your tickets online.

(Photo below: reception before the November 2018 JCC Dinner)

Events

2018 Leavers Reunion - 12th December 2018
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His first job after university was as a teacher of English, 

Drama and General Studies at King’s School, Worcester. This 

was followed by a succession of roles with organisations in 

the creative industries and a Postgraduate Diploma in Theatre 

Direction from the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School.

Jonathan’s interest in disability came from his experience 

having a physically disabled father and a learning disabled and 

autistic son.

“My son’s Godmother is Jenny Sealey OBE, Artistic Director 

of the UK’s leading theatre company with people who are 

physically or sensorally disabled,” he said. “Over ten years, 

(1998-2008) from around the time of my son’s birth, I worked on 

five projects with her to develop disabled playwrights and embed 

playwright development within that company. I became a parent 

trustee of Ambitious About Autism (AaA) in 2006, for the next 

seven years.” 

Ambitious about Autism provides services, raises awareness 

and understanding, and campaigns for change. Through 

TreeHouse School, The Rise School and Ambitious College they 

offer specialist education and support to children and young 

people with autism and their families. “The ambition is to make 

the ordinary possible for more children and young people with 

autism,” said Jonathan.

Ambitious About Autism continues to grow, 20 years 

on from the four sets of founding parents who first came 

together to share resources in the education of their primary 

school children, in portakabins on Thomas Coram’s land off 

Mecklenburgh Square.  “The need continues to grow – and with 

it the ambition to meet that need,” added Jonathan.

Read the full interview with Jonathan in the News section of 

the JCC website, www.jcc.co.uk. 

curricular pursuit throughout his career:

“I was fortunate to be taught by a 

series of talented and inspiring English 

Literature teachers including Richard 

Blanch and Brian Jones, both of whom 

encouraged my efforts at creative 

writing.”

‘Insights: Fifteen Stories Exploring 

Disability’ is available via https://

www.amazon.co.uk/Insights-

Fifteen-Stories-Exploring-Disability/

dp/1910461377

Crossing the Line  participants

Alumni News
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Jonathan Meth (1979) - theatre maker 
and network curator 

Drama and disability are common threads in the 

multifarious roles Old Citizen Jonathan Meth embraces 

in addition to his 

work as Associate Lecturer, 

MA in Arts Administration 

and Cultural Policy at 

Goldsmiths, University of 

London.

For the last 15 years he has 

been Curator of The Fence, 

an international network 

of playwrights. For the last 

four, Project Dramaturg 

of Crossing the Line, a 

partnership between theatre 

companies in Sweden, France 

and the UK - leaders in the 

field of working with learning disabled actors. For the last 

five, he has been an Expert Advisor to Ambitious about 

Autism, a national charity for children and young people 

with autism.

Jonathan’s passion for theatre began while he was a student 

at City of London School. “The fact that we had access to the 

Tuck Shop Theatre space meant that we had an experimental 

theatre laboratory,” he said. “Acting in School Plays, such as 

Twelfth Night and As You Like It and the 60s Society Plays 

meant I could try my hand at directing, and our teachers - Peter 

Coulson, Alan Hurst, and Jonathan Keates – were both enabling 

and encouraging. 

“I also had a peer network of fantastic talent. Forty years later 

I’m working with playwright Yves Baigneres and playwright, 

director, theatre maker and fellow Goldsmiths lecturer Danny 

Braverman. Both of them were in New 2A with me at School.

“At the same time as directing fellow students Simon 

Liebesny and John Reynolds in Huis Clos (Sartre) during my 

Oxbridge Term, I also worked with fellow student Leopold 

G. Wurm to make a short film documentary on the National 

Autistic Society centre for children in Radlett, Hertfordshire. 

This was our pitch for the following year’s school charity and 

was to inform a 

future chapter of 

my life.”

Jonathan left 

School in 1979 to go 

to the University 

of East Anglia on 

the recommendation of David Dyke, a teacher at School, where 

he read English and American Literature with Drama. “I either 

acted, directed or produced every term there,” said Jonathan, 

“and went to the National Student Drama Festival as director 

with my production of Comedians (Griffiths) and the Edinburgh 

Fringe with my production of When We Dead Awaken (Ibsen).”

Neel Patel’s Creative Talents Rewarded
Old Citizen (1990 – 1997) Neel Patel’s 

short story, ‘A New Lease of Life’ has been 

published in ‘Insights: Fifteen Stories 

Exploring Disability’ published by Claret 

Press.

Neel’s story is a science fiction tale 

about a traveller with a guilty secret who 

boards a flight to San Francisco only to 

arrive there several years in the future. As 

he learns what happened to his severely 

disabled brother in the intervening 

period, he discovers a surprising link 

between his brother’s fate and the 

purpose of his own journey.

‘A New Lease of Life’ was chosen 

from seventy submitted to a short story 

competition inspired by author Sarah 

Gray’s ability to creatively harness her 

experience of Motor Neurone Disease. 

The judges, Sarah Gray, Katie Isbester, 

editor-in-chief of Claret Press, and Dr 

James Scott, an orthopaedic surgeon, 

were looking for innovative storytelling 

around the issue of mental and physical 

illness.

Net proceeds from the sale of the book 

will go to support the Motor Neurone 

Disease Association. 

Neel, who studied Accounting 

and Finance at the London School 

of Economics and went on to pursue 

a successful career in the financial 

sector, latterly at Citi, says that he has 

maintained creative writing as an extra- 

“Teachers like Peter 
Coulson, Alan Hurst and 
Jonathan Keates were both 
enabling and enouraging.” 
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work with him. So I agreed to take a year off from studying and 

see how it went. I went there and worked on the programming 

and the design of the Cambridge Programmable Calculator. 

Which is now in museums. 

We had a very small amount of space on the chip we were 

using, both for the program and the memory. The memory 

was measured in bytes; not even kilobytes. You had something 

like 128 bytes to make a whole calculator work. It was really 

interesting, a really good experience.

We had to save money in every aspect of the manufacture. So 

the calculators weren’t altogether reliable – and the battery used 

to run out very, very quickly. Nevertheless, the idea was brilliant. 

Sir Clive Sinclair was very visionary but also somewhat prone to 

cutting corners, and things didn’t always work out for him.

Was that the most exciting time to be involved 
in your field or would it be more exciting to be 
starting out now?

It was very exciting then. 

I got a real insight into 

how business works. I 

remember him saying to 

me once that we could 

program the chip we 

were using to make an 

‘individual computer’. And I said, ‘Well why would anyone want 

one of those?’ I should have realised that  computers would be 

used for so many other things, not just  mathematical problems. 

When I went back to University, my PhD was all about using 

computers to solve statistical problems and understanding the 

maths behind that. 

I’ve always been keen on having the latest computers and 

gadgets and so on. It amuses me when people say that being 

online is a young person’s thing.

You’ve carried out significant work at the Home 
Office on human trafficking and modern slavery… 
at what point did you start to feel your work was 
making a difference?

I was Chief Scientific Advisor to the Home Office which was a 

dream job for me because it combined working across different 

scientific areas with my interest in public life and politics. My 

job involved scientific work of my own, facilitating the work 

of others and explaining things to government ministers and 

civil servants and so on. That pressed all my buttons. It was 

wonderful.

One day, the then-Home Secretary Theresa May’s advisor 

rang me up and said they were working on a Modern Slavery 

Act and they would like to know how many victims there were; 

so I started looking into it. You can’t just count the number of 

victims by seeing how many are reported to the police. Most 

victims never come to light. 

I realised you could make an estimate by analysing the 

different numbers of cases on different lists and using a 

mathematical approach to give you an idea of how many cases 

were not within the data at all. That led me to a figure of 10,000-

13,000 – a figure that has entered the public consciousness. It 

was all over the newspapers. 

That figure was the result of a rigorous scientific approach to 

a problem of enormous public and ethical importance.  And so I 

was very proud to have done that.

In your TED talk you explain a complex 
mathematical model by comparing it to a method 
of calculating the number of fish in a pond…

Well, my view is that a good scientist should be able to make 

difficult things appear simple, rather than the other way round.

What other projects did you find particularly 
satisfying, while you were at the Home Office?

I worked on the subject of how long police should keep DNA 

of suspects arrested for crimes but not, in the end, charged. 

We looked at the Police National Computer and found some of 

those people do end up 

being arrested again and 

charged and convicted. 

But after about three 

years the risk of that 

happening falls to about 

the same as that of the general population. And that finding 

became part of the Protection of Freedoms Act.

Now, you seem to have many and various roles…

One interesting thing I do is chair a committee of the Census 

group at the Office of National Statistics, which is designing 

the next census in 2021. We are working on ways to get the best 

possible information while protecting people’s rights to privacy 

and anonymity. 

Is there a field which statistics has yet to impact?

People used to say mathematics wasn’t much use, except to 

teach mathematics but now data science and machine-learning 

are transforming almost every aspect of our lives. The challenge, 

as with any transforming technology, will be to figure out how 

to reap the enormous potential benefits without doing harm or 

leaving people behind.

You love cutting-edge tech – what’s your current 
favourite?

My electric car! I just love my BMW i3: I can send it an email to do 

things like switch on the heating before I get in. It’s wonderful. 

For Sir Clive Sinclair, batteries were always the problem. But 

now they’ve solved it – I can drive my car all the way to Oxford 

and back on a single charge. The design that goes into modern 

vehicles is fantastic – and I’m really looking forward to having an 

autonomous car. 

“A good scientist should be able to make 
difficult things appear simple, rather 
than the other way round.” 

The Big Interview
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How did you come to be a 
pupil at CLS?

I was good at maths as a child, a sort 

of prodigy, and I suspect that my 

parents didn’t really know what to do 

with me. They found out about the 

City of London School and thought 

that it might work for me – and it did 

and it was great. 

I went there when I was nine. I 

used to go on the Tube. I could have 

gone when I was eight, but I was 

only about 3ft 6in tall and the idea of 

sending me on the Tube at that age 

was probably a bit too much for my 

parents. I was at the junior school for 

two years and I stayed until I left after 

my Cambridge entrance exam.

I had a scholarship. That’s one of the reasons I’m very keen on 

supporting people through the bursary system now. My hope is 

that we can give opportunities to other people in this way. 

What was the school like in the 1960s?

London wasn’t fun like it is now; it was rather dreary. There 

weren’t so many people around and when you got out of the Tube 

at Blackfriars you could 

still smell the river. They 

widened the embankment 

while I was at school and 

cleaned up the river. But at 

the beginning of the ‘60s, 

the Thames was really 

smelly and if you fell in, you had to have your stomach pumped.

 A  lot of the people that taught us had been there since the 

1930s, or even the late 1920s. They were an interesting, quirky, 

slightly old-fashioned sort of group. I really thrived because 

being a bright kid was not a problem there. 

We went to galleries and I got into music. I have always been 

interested in politics and public life and we used to have

 speakers coming all the time, as we 

were only just down the road from 

Westminster. 

Margaret Thatcher came when I was 

12. I asked her a question and she took 

me completely seriously, though later 

in life I realised she probably spoke to 

everyone as if they were about 12! 

I ended up chairing the debating 

society and I was a very keen member of 

the Army cadets, too. 

I still see Terry Heard, my old maths 

teacher. He’s only about ten years older 

than me. When I was at school, he’d 

just been to Cambridge and then come 

straight back to the School.

The School was diverse for its time. 

It was quite socially mixed: school fees 

were much lower in those days and, in any case, there were a lot 

of free places and scholarships. I don’t think many people in my 

own class actually paid to go there. 

What opportunities does the School give a bright 
child they wouldn’t get elsewhere?

It’s to do with being able to give maybe slightly quirky children 

real attention and getting them into a place where there are 

lots of other people like 

themselves. If they are 

getting on well where they 

are, fine. But the feedback 

you get from people who 

have gone to the School 

after their GCSEs is that the School has opened vistas and 

horizons that they wouldn’t have known about. So that’s very 

important.

Everyone will want to know about your work on 
the first programmable pocket calculator

I was a graduate student at Cambridge and I was a bit bored, 

frustrated. I was on track for an academic career. I was 

approached by [maverick inventor] Sir Clive Sinclair to go and 

Sir Bernard Silverman (CLS 1960-69)
Sir Bernard Silverman was knighted in the 2018 New Year’s Honours List, for public 

service and services to science. After leaving CLS in 1969 he studied Mathematics 

at Cambridge and held senior academic roles at Bath, Bristol and Oxford Universities. 

Sir Bernard was Chief Scientific Advisor to the Home Office (2010-2017) and 

continues to work in industry, government and academia. He was interviewed by the 

School’s Alumni Office.

Sir Bernard Silverman

“The feedback you get ... is that the 
School opened vistas and horizons that 
they wouldn’t have known about.” 



On Friday, 21st June, School Head, Mr 

Bird, took to the skies for his charity 

skydive. 

On a sunny day in Wiltshire, in stark contrast 

to the rained off attempt the previous Saturday, 

Mr Bird jumped from a plane at 10,000ft and 

landed safely in an airfield near Salisbury. 

This challenge was all in aid of raising money 

for two very special causes – the School’s 

Bursary Fund and our charity of the year, Tiny Tickers. 

In total, he raised more than £50,000. Thank you to 

everyone who has made a gift – it’s definitely been a full School 

community undertaking! 

Initiatives by the students to raise money for Tiny Tickers 

included a 48 hour non-stop sponsored row on Peters Hill, 

collecting money from passers-by, encouraging online 

donations and raising awareness about the 

Charity. 

Founded in 1999, Tiny Tickers is a UK 

based medical charity specialising in the 

early detection and care of babies born with 

congenital heart disease. One in every 111 babies 

born each year in the UK has a heart problem, 

and early detection is shown to improve surgical 

outcomes - saving lives and enhancing the long-

term outlook for these babies.

Their overarching aim is to have no newborns leaving hospital 

with an undetected condition that could have been spotted 

earlier. Since the charity was founded in 1999, double the 

amount of heart problems have been detected. However, as the 

detection rate is below 50%, there is still work to do.
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CLS Commemorates Holocaust Memorial Day
In the final week of January, CLS 

commemorated Holocaust Memorial 

Day with a series of events. 

        The School’s Jewish Society 

hosted an incredibly moving talk by 

Holocaust survivor Manfred Goldberg 

in the Great Hall. He was liberated 

in Germany on 3 May 1945 having 

survived one of the Nazi’s infamous 

Death Marches. Mr Goldberg held the 

audience in captivated silence for forty 

minutes.

The Holocaust Educational Trust 

delivered sessions to the Second Form 

and Third and Fourth Formers took 

part in a webcast of Harry Spiro (a 

Holocaust survivor) being interviewed 

by Robert Rinder (aka Judge Rinder). 

The final event was the annual 

Holocaust Memorial Ceremony, which 

brought a poignant week to an end.

Article by Ian Emerson, Head of Sixth Form

CLS News
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Mr. Bird takes flight for School’s 
Charity of the Year and Bursary Fund

Tiny Tickers
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School hosts first LGBTQ Alumni Group meeting

To mark LGBT History Month in February, City of Lon-

don School hosted a special Upper School Assembly, 

focussing on the struggle for LGBT rights in the UK. 

The School Library also hosted an LGBT History 

Month display of books and DVDs and the School’s LGBT+ 

Society hosted several events. We finished the month with the 

inaugural LGBTQ Alumni Group meet-up on 28 February.  

CLS has been a Stonewall Schools’ Champion since 2018 and 

the organisation’s crest is proudly displayed on our school web-

site and reception. The award arrived 15 years to the day following 

the abolition of Section 28. What a long way we have come!

The LGBT+ Society at City of London School was founded in 

2016. Coco Stevenson (Deputy Head Pastoral) and Ian Emer-

son (Head of Sixth Form) had been talking with and supporting 

boys who had recently come out or who were wanting to discuss 

issues concerning sexuality. They talked about the possibility of 

founding an LGBT+ Society at the School and sounded out the 

boys. One boy said, “I have been waiting seven years for this!” The 

time was right. 

From the start the Society has been embraced by the boys, staff 

and parents. It continues to meet weekly at CLS and goes from 

strength to strength. With around a dozen to fifteen boys meeting 

each week, the society seeks to support boys, staff and their 

friends and family who identify with the LGBT community. The 

society is very proud that many straight allies also attend meet-

ings and talks. LGBT+ Soc meets under the mantra, “You don’t 

have to come out to come in”. No one is expected to make any 

kind of statement about themselves. The weekly meetings range 

from discussion on topics to presentations and support sessions.

We are proud to have hosted a number of inspiring speakers 

since the founding of the Society.  Ben Cohen, Chief Executive of 

Pink News, visited the school last year to talk about his life and 

work promoting LGBT rights in the UK and around the world.  

Author Simon Green came in to speak about his novel ‘Noah Can’t 

Even’, and Gerald Dowler, one of our MFL teachers and a sitting 

magistrate, gave a talk to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 

Wolfenden Report and shared a brilliantly informative account of 

how LGBT rights have advanced over the last 50 years.  We have 

also hosted John Amaechi OBE, retired NBA basketball player and 

psychologist, who talked about his life in sport and his coming out 

during his years playing in the NBA league.

To celebrate S6 boys leaving CLS and at the end of every term 

to celebrate their contributions to the life of the Society, we hold 

a party for the boys and enjoy the now infamous CLS LGBT+ 

Soc rainbow cake!  Many staff attend and the gesture of support 

is appreciated by the boys.  We have also awarded our first ever 

Full Colours to two S6 boys for their sterling support for the 

Society over the last two years.  They have both now moved on to 

university and are playing a full part in their universities’ LGBT 

associations.  

CLS hosts its very own Pride Festival to coincide with London 

Pride and City Pride.  In 2018, speakers included Stonewall Cham-

pion Pierre-Antoine Godefroy, Peter Laverack and Jason Jones 

who won a recent landmark case for LGBT rights in Trinidad and 

Tobago.  The rainbow flag is raised over the school and we are go-

ing to keep the flag flying each year for Pride; an important symbol 

in the city and a hugely visible gesture about what we stand for.

The Head, Coco Stevenson and Ian Emerson marched with the 

City of London in the 2018 London Pride Parade in solidarity with 

all young people in all schools in the UK.

The school is very proud of all the boys who attend the LGBT+ 

Society and all that is going on to celebrate the diversity of the 

School; we feel deeply enriched as a school community as a result.  

Attitudes and views have changed, boys are better informed and 

the LGBT+ community is a visible and vibrant, proud and out-

ward-looking part of the School.

We are thrilled that we now have an Old Citizens’ LGBT net-

work and will be looking at ways for the LGBT+ Society and the 

LGBTQ Alumni Group to work together.



CLS News

1514

Oxbridge Success
A total of forty-one City of London School Sixth Form pupils have received 

offers to read undergraduate courses at the Universities of Oxford and 

Cambridge. The range of subjects for which these places have been offered 

includes Natural Sciences, Maths, Medicine, PPE, English, Music, Classics and 

Modern Languages.

Head Boy meets PM, 
Theresa May

Head Boy, Rahul, and Deputy 
Head Boy, Mofe, were invited 
to Guildhall in May for 
the Lord Mayor’s Banquet. 
There, they met the, then, 
Prime Minister, who spoke to 
them about their aspirations 
for the future. 

Rahul and Mofe meet Theresa May

Sixth Formers revolutionise revision with new App
Sixth Formers David, Eesa and Felix have 

created a digital application (App) to help 

students revise for their GCSEs and other 

exams. The App, called Notify, addresses 

the issue of converting revision 

notes into a digital format for 

software-based learning.

They spotted a gap in 

the market having tried to 

consolidate their notes for 

revision purposes using the 

multitude of resources available, 

such as  software based revision 

aides like Quizlet and Vocab 

Express.

Having secured £500 of 

funding from the School’s 

Young Enterprise Competition 

and created a prototype, they 

approached their Alumni 

Association, the John Carpenter 

Club,  which awarded them a 

further £1,000. The students are 

raising a further £3,500 from a 

Kickstarter Campaign, which will allow 

them to  make Notify available through  

the iOS App Store.

Using machine learning and text 

recognition techniques, the App provides 

three functionalities to enable the 

compiling, learning and testing of notes 

to be far more efficient. 

It allows pupils to take a 

picture of their notes and have 

them automatically formatted 

and saved as a digital copy, 

accessible from a smartphone. 

The App then allows pupils to 

create ‘fill in the blank’ format 

questions from their notes, again 

simply by taking a picture. 

Finally, Notify can 

automatically form questions 

based on the content of the 

user’s notes, requiring only an 

image to form comprehensive 

tests which can be answered on a 

smartphone.

Grassroots Meets Greatness
As CLS’s football teams are 

among the first to be kitted 

out in Nike, their First XI 

team was given the chance to 

take part in a training session 

with Brighton 1st team men’s 

players. The training was 

held at Brighton and Hove 

Albion FC’s training ground, 

the American Express Elite 

Football Performance Centre. 

The pupils were lucky 

enough to participate in 

coaching drills, Q&A sessions 

with the team and to spend 

the day interacting with 

professional footballers. The 

training sessions were led by 

Brighton & Hove Albion FC 

Men’s Striker Jürgen Locadia, 

Goalkeeper Mathew Ryan and 

Captain Bruno.

The Conservation Generation
In May, Year 10  participated 

in Environment Action Day, 

the first of its kind at CLS.  

 A representative 

from Greenpeace gave a 

presentation about industries 

responsible for greenhouse 

gas emissions and a speaker 

from Campaign Against 

Climate Change spoke to the 

pupils about political action 

and recent events in climate 

activism.

After the morning 

talks, the pupils attended 

workshops run by the English, 

Geography, and Science 

Departments. 

They looked at different 

aspects of the environment 

within their respective 

departments. 

Chess musical a highlight of the School year
City of London School stages a large musical every two years as 

its Upper School Production. Last autumn’s show was the Benny 

Andersson/Bjorn Ulvaeus/Tim Rice 1980’s epic musical ‘Chess’. 

Its sell-out four-show run in the Winterflood Theatre concluded 

with an emotional, soaring finale in front of a packed audience. 

In many ways ‘Chess’ was a natural choice as the follow-up 

to the 2016 CLS production of ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’. It was 

watching a performance of this show in the 1970s that Abba 

songwriters Andersson and Ulvaeus decided that they too had 

ambitions to write a musical. As Abba’s career developed and their 

own personal relationships with their respective wives and fellow 

Abba members disintegrated, they became increasingly frustrated 

by the strictures of the three-minute pop song. Abba’s final studio 

recording was the plaintive, epic ‘The day before you came’. This 

six-minute pop masterpiece points the way to the musical direc-

tion of ‘Chess’, which is an incredibly rich, ambitious choice for a 

school to stage.

The School’s production – directed by Miss Dobson - was an 

extraordinary achievement even by its own very high standards. 

With a cast of thirty from both CLS and City of London Girls 

School, the show was led by an incredibly talented nucleus of 

lead performers. These are roles written for mature adults in 

times of both personal and professional crisis. Senior pupils 

from both schools performed them with huge skill. Backed by an 

outstanding 13-piece band under the baton of Musical Director 

Mr Harrison, the sheer scale of the music and the variety of genres 

which the score encompasses was astonishing. Nobody who lived 

through the ‘80s can have failed to relish ‘I know him so well’ and 

‘One night in Bangkok’. Equally impressive was the staging, with 

its clever use of projection and a clear visual sense of the ideologi-

cal and personal enmity between East and West.

This is a production that will live long in the memories of all 

who were fortunate enough to have seen it and for those who took 

part,  it will be a highlight of their school careers. 
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Opinion
Brave New World
By Russell Jones

We are no longer in Kansas
The United Kingdom faces a fundamentally changed future. The 

extent to which it makes a success of it will be determined essen-

tially by how its people, its companies, 

and its institutions rise both to the new 

opportunities and the new challenges. 

Their ability to respond depends upon 

their having an appropriate, constructive, 

policy framework in which to operate. But 

the UK’s current policy framework, which 

has developed in rather piecemeal fash-

ion over many decades, is in important 

areas looking increasingly out of date, and 

inappropriate. 

A fundamental rethink is required. 

The decision to leave the EU only accen-

tuates that need, across a spectrum that 

ranges from social relations to macroe-

conomic stabilisation policy, and from 

defence and security to housing.

In some areas it may be sufficient 

simply to modify or develop existing 

policies. But in others, the challenges and 

opportunities are such that the desirable policies are radically 

different, at least by the standards of recent history.

Trials and tribulations
The UK is socially and politically riven. The main political parties 

are perceived by many to be out of touch, and are haemorrhaging 

support. Patience is in short supply. Populism and personality 

politics are on the rise. Experience and evidence-based analysis 

are derided. The cohesion, if not the very existence, of the Union 

is under threat. The country’s place in international institutions is 

being questioned, and the external environment, transformed by 

unforeseen developments in the US, Europe, China, and Russia, is 

increasingly unfamiliar and unfriendly. 

Brexit 
Whatever the validity of the theoretical and philosophical argu-

ments in its favour, and whatever form it ultimately takes, Brexit 

stands to exert a huge and enduring influence on the British 

economy, and on British society as a whole. The uncertainties 

that have characterised the period after the vote to leave the EU 

have already left investment spending and economic growth 

significantly lower than they would otherwise have been. Even a 

relatively soft Brexit stands to result in some further damage and 

dislocation to the economy. With the harder variants, the disrup-

tion could initially be truly traumatic, and thereafter continue in a 

milder form for a decade or more. 

The reconstruction of trading partnerships will only occur 

over many years, and, whatever the initial hopes and expecta-

tions, the risk is that the ultimate configuration is much less 

beneficial to the UK economy than the status quo ante. There will 

be major changes in the nature and direction of capital flows into 

and out of the country. Migrant labour is likely to be less readily 

available, and may not necessarily be equipped with the most 

appropriate skills. The structure of the economy will necessarily 

have to evolve, with the materialisation of winners and losers 

perhaps occurring in jarring fashion. 

Longstanding Frailties
 Economic performance, particularly 

productivity performance, has been 

sub-par for some time. The UK has 

long suffered from twin budget and ex-

ternal deficits. Inequality is a burning 

issue on a number of levels: regional, 

educational, generational. Britain has 

for some 35 years been excessively re-

liant on a financial services sector that 

leaves it vulnerable to the vicissitudes 

of international asset and commodity 

markets. Historically low interest rates 

limit the ability of the Bank of England 

to stabilise final demand. The National 

Health Service and the broader social 

services are under growing financial 

strain. The country’s infrastructure is 

inadequate. National security is facing 

new types of threat. A diminished military is having to respond 

expensively to a technological and expenditure arms race abroad. 

And meanwhile, the population is ageing. The burdens of pen-

sions and social care are growing fast. More people will have to be 

supported by fewer. In such circumstances, the average level of 

taxation seems bound to rise, with potentially deleterious effects 

on incentives and wealth creation.

The new technological revolution
Many of the new technologies are already bringing enormous 

benefits to the economy and society. These include increasing 

longevity, reduced infant mortality, better control of diseases, 

improved communications, better control of pollution. And such 

benefits are likely to continue to burgeon. 

On the other hand, however, as ever with technological pro-

gress, there are costs too. Many tasks and jobs are already being 

destroyed and more will come under threat to the extent that 

whole industries, and sometimes entire communities, stand to 

be obliterated. At the same time, the inequalities of wealth and 

income mentioned above risk being further exaggerated. 

The emerging international framework
For most of the past seventy years, with the US acting as a largely 

benign hegemon, the more advanced countries have addressed a 

range of difficult issues cooperatively, under the aegis of multi-

lateral institutions such as the United Nations, NATO, the IMF, 

OECD, GATT and the WTO, the G20, and the World Bank. 

But now the world seems to be transitioning to another, less 

Russell Jones (CLS 1972-77) is a partner 
at Llewellyn Consulting, an independent 
macroeconomic consultancy based in the 
City of London
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co-operative, nativist, bilateral, framework, and these institu-

tions are being by-passed, or deliberately undermined. If this 

process continues, and the world coalesces into three or four 

distinct trading blocs centred on the US, Europe, China and 

perhaps India, the policy approach of the UK will have to evolve. 

The question is, in what direction? More specifically, how much 

sense will there be in remaining wedded to multilateralism and 

international co-operation when the institutions underpinning 

it are threatened with extinction, and others are taking an aggres-

sive, self-serving, tack? And how will exit from the EU affect the 

options available to us?

Climate change
The overwhelming majority of scientists believe that climate 

change is a fact of life. Average temperatures have been increas-

ing for over a century, encouraging major adjustments in the 

environment. Sea levels have been rising, and the number of dis-

ruptive weather events has increased sharply. And these trends 

are likely to continue, if not accelerate. 

Storms, droughts, floods, and heat waves will become yet 

more frequent and intense. These disruptions stand to have 

enormous sectoral and regional implications, and be of great 

economic significance, affect-

ing aggregate investment and 

savings, interest rates, produc-

tivity, incomes and inflation. 

Economic growth will be more 

volatile and slower.

Climate change and the 

requirement to both moderate it, and adjust to it, will exert an 

increasing impact on the decisions that are made by governments 

and central banks as regards taxation, subsidies, regulation, 

and financial and macroeconomic stability. Finally, there is the 

increasingly-politically-charged question of whether central 

banks should tailor policy to encourage transition to a low carbon 

economy through, for example, the deployment of their balance 

sheets (so-called Green Quantitative Easing, or GQE)?

These are formidable challenges, and the political pressure 

for quick results will be enormous. It is unrealistic to expect the 

policy response to be perfect in every respect. Nor can good pol-

icy by itself guarantee good outcomes – leadership, courage, and 

imagination are also essential. But what is also clear from history 

is that bad policy will virtually guarantee bad outcomes.

The danger of myopia
Perhaps the experience of New Zealand can offer some useful 

insights about what is ahead, and where Britain could go wrong. 

In the early 1970s, New Zealand was one of the wealthiest 

countries in the world. It had long enjoyed sustained growth, full 

employment, and a comprehensive social security system. When 

the UK joined what was then the EEC, however, strict quotas 

were imposed on agricultural imports from New Zealand. 

Although long expected, UK accession to the EEC and the 

dramatic diminution of New Zealand’s main overseas market was 

a major shock, especially as it coincided with the first oil crisis. 

The ramifications rapidly spread throughout the economy. 

Between 1975 and 1979, the country tumbled down the league 

table of the richest nations. Output fell sharply, inflation surged, 

the external balance went deep into deficit, and external debt 

rapidly accumulated. 

Furthermore, the dominant policy response was to seek 

to cushion the initial painful effects of the country’s change 

of circumstances. Successive governments resorted to large-

scale deficit financing, and a number of white elephant public 

infrastructure projects were initiated. Generous social benefits 

and subsidies were maintained, and an increasing number of 

controls, not least on wages and prices, and subsequently even on 

interest rates were imposed. 

By the early 1980s, however, it was clear that this approach 

was a dead end, and that the situation had become unsustainable. 

In 1984, there was a major policy volte face. This amounted to 

a root and branch programme of structural reform in an effort 

to enhance incentives, create new opportunities, and bolster 

productivity, while also underpinning longer-term macroeco-

nomic stability. The changes made Mrs. Thatcher’s revolution 

seem tame by comparison. The NZ dollar was floated; the tax 

system was overhauled; the central bank was given operational 

independence; New Zealand became the first country to employ 

a formal inflation target; transparent long term fiscal policy 

rules were adopted; import 

tariffs were slashed; subsidies 

eliminated; employment law 

amended; social policy recali-

brated; and the ports, airports, 

and forests privatised. 

The international investment community was at first scepti-

cal, but then increasingly impressed at the speed and breadth of 

the change, but GDP growth remained miserable, unemployment 

ratcheted ever higher, inflation proved sticky, and the budget and 

external deficits remained onerous.   

It was only in the 1990s, twenty years on from the initial 

shock, that the new approach bore fruit. Growth picked up and 

remained robust. Inflation fell. The unemployment rate finally 

peaked, at over 11% of the labour force, and started to come 

down. Public and external indebtedness declined. 

Over the past 20-odd years, helped by the inexorable rise of 

China, India and the rest of Asia, the economy’s performance has 

remained impressive, and today New Zealand is frequently cited 

as a model of a flexible, dynamic, inclusive, and open economy.

Easier said than done
The moral of the story is that when confronted by large structural 

change, it is vitally important that a country gets its policy-set-

tings broadly right from the outset, especially when the inter-

national environment is less than sympathetic. Only then can 

the adjustment process progress relatively smoothly, the costs 

be minimised relative to the benefits, and the burden be shared 

appropriately across society. Turning inwards, protecting, and 

focussing on the amelioration of the symptoms of change is not 

a sustainable strategy. Indeed, it makes the ultimate adjustment 

harder. 

“Climate change ... will exert an 
increasing impact on the decisions 
made by governments” 
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Joseph Ataman (Class of 2011), read 

Geography with a choral scholarship 

at St John’s College, Cambridge 

before heading to Beirut to begin a career 

in journalism. After working in Turkey 

and completing a masters in Turkish, 

Arabic and Middle Eastern Studies at 

Harvard, Joseph is now back in London 

and working for CNN.  

How did you come to be a pupil 
at City of London School? 

I came to CLS from Westminster 

Cathedral Choir School where I’d been 

a chorister for five years. Before that I’d 

gone to primary school in East London 

and Essex, where I grew up.  

Which teachers most inspired 
you ? 

There was never a dull or unhappy 

moment in Mr Allwright’s Russian 

classes. Doing ‘fine’ was never enough. 

It felt like we were being enveloped in 

another culture. It didn’t feel like learning 

for learning’s sake. So 

many teachers at CLS had 

a passion for their chosen 

field that was infectious 

and that was especially true 

for him. Although I never 

carried on using my Russian, he and some 

of my French teachers like Mr Laidlaw 

and Mr Dowler, really cemented my love 

of other cultures and languages. I still try 

to cling on to as many languages as I can. 

Geography and music were always great 

loves of mine and they still are. Without 

those two departments, I don’t think I 

would be where I am today. 

Which extra-curricular 
activities did you do? 

I had a pretty hectic time at School – I 

was there early every day and I left late. 

I would have clubs or music practice in 

the morning and after School there’d be 

orchestra practice or a water polo match 

or CCF on a Monday. 

I was a keen musician; playing in the 

orchestra, singing, playing the organ; in 

my later years CLS bought the Steinway 

grand piano and I still remember the 

privilege and joy of playing that in the 

Great Hall. 

I loved the RAF Cadets. You would 

have to be a fool to say ‘no’ to free flying 

lessons, but I also loved the camaraderie 

and the chance to mix with boys from 

across the School in a completely alien 

environment. I found it incredibly 

rewarding mentoring younger boys. 

What was your first experience 
of work? 

It was a bit unusual for me. My first 

kind-of job was singing every weekend 

at a Cathedral in Essex, which carried 

on into when I was a choral scholar at 

Cambridge. But my first ‘proper’ job? 

When I left Cambridge, I traipsed round 

every possible newsroom in London, 

handing out CVs and being met with 

a lot of silence and rejection until I 

eventually was offered work at the 

Islington and Hackney Gazette. I spent a 

summer working there before I moved to 

Lebanon. 

What first inspired you to 
become a journalist? 

I saw a Channel 4 documentary about 

Sri Lanka and the ongoing war there. It 

really hit me how one person being in a 

place could make a record of what was 

going on there and hopefully hold people 

accountable. That idea of being witness 

and holding people and institutions 

to account is incredibly powerful and 

that’s what gets me up in the 

morning. 

Moving to Beirut, off 
your own bat, seems a 
massive step to take. 

How did that happen? 

I knew I wanted to work in conflict 

zones, or areas of humanitarian interest, 

I guess. I always knew I wanted to get to 

the Middle East – I’m half Turkish and 

I have a strong affinity with that part of 

the world. I was determined to get my 

hands dirty and get out there, rather than 

spend a few years in London trying to 

get someone to send me out there. So I 

moved out there on my own, to see if I 

could learn Arabic and see what I could 

pick up. Within a few months, I had sold 

my first story – it was about migrants 

from Sri Lanka being banned from playing 

cricket and being harassed in Beirut. And 

over the course of a year to 18 months, 

I found my feet as a journalist. It was a 

very alien environment and  you needed 

to pick up the skills that are critical for 

journalism – the people skills, being able 

Interview by CLS Alumni Office

“Just go out and do it. Find a way to 
practise that profession or passion in 
however small a way.” 

David 
Saunders
David Saunders (2007 -2014) gained a BA 

in Russian and Contemporary Chinese 

Studies at Nottingham University before 

starting as a Trainee Journalist at News 

Associates in September 2018. 

How did you pursue your 
interests while at School?

At CLS, I was fortunate enough to have 

been involved in writing for ‘The Citizen’ 

under Mr Fillingham throughout my 

seven years there. The level of respect 

given to the paper, which most felt 

was warranted, given how much work 

went into creating it, definitely helped 

encourage boys to join in and also those 

not involved to help - either by being 

interviewed or providing access or in 

some other way helping produce content. 

When did you decide to pursue 
a career in the media industry? 

In truth, I haven’t decided to pursue a 

career in the media industry! I’m still 

searching for a long-term job. In my 

current placement, I’m working as 

an assistant at Love Sport Radio and 

studying for the NCTJ Diploma - the 

industry recognised qualification. But it is 

certainly true that my recent experiences, 

being fortunate to have volunteered in 

the media centre at both the World Cup 

and the Confederations Cup in Russia, 

as well as some other less exciting 

experiences, have pushed me towards 

the journalism/PR side of life. All these 

experiences have been enjoyable, or at 

least worthwhile, so it’s a self-fulfilling 

loop to want to continue working in that 

industry. 

How did you gain the position as 
trainee at News Associates?

Having some experience from student 

radio was certainly something which 

looks good on a CV, but the course I’m 

on at News Associates does not require 

any prior journalistic experience. 

The Multimedia Sports Diploma I’m 

working towards will, as of next year, 

require a minimum qualification of an 

undergraduate degree, but not in any 

specific field. Scientists are as welcome 

as English students, and there are a lot of 

language students. 

What does your role as a 
trainee entail? 

As part of the training we have recorded 

news style bulletins, done Facebook live 

videos, and as part of the portfolio at the 

end of the course you are required to 

provide some different kinds of content. 

We’ve covered print, both short form and 

long form, TV and radio in various guises. 

Being a trainee at Love Sport has 

mostly consisted of taking content and 

turning it into social media output, and 

when necessary taking external feeds and 

sending them to the on-air teams.

What advice would you give a 
current pupil who is thinking of 
joining the media?

I would advise them to read far and wide.  

The more you read, the better you’ll 

write. Try to wake up to a news bulletin 

on the radio or TV. Write for the school 

newspaper and as many external sites as 

will have you.  A blog isn’t the worst idea 

either if you would like to write one.
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to find stories and research things. I 

wrote for a big Catholic magazine at first, 

covering the Christian community in the 

Middle East. I was also doing features 

for Lebanese magazines and I did some 

time editing for an English-language 

newspaper there. 

How does doing video 
journalism for CNN compare 
to your background in written 
journalism? 

It is very different but it is still about 

trying to master the written word. I love 

scripting – it’s the same skills writing a 

6000-word feature as scripting a 60-70 

word video. 

What has been your best work 
so far? 
I would choose two. Firstly, a CNN article 

and video piece that I hoped would make 

us think - not merely remember - that 

WW1 and its poisons are still eating 

away at Europe 100 years after the guns 

fell silent. Secondly, a story I did for the 

Wall Street Journal in Belgium, about 

unaccompanied migrant children. It 

ended up on the European edition’s front 

cover. On the back of this, I won an award 

with the Overseas Press Club Foundation 

in New York.  

What advice would you give to 
current pupils looking ahead to 
the world of work? 

Just go out and do it. Never be put 

off by someone demanding a certain 

qualification. If you can find a way to 

practise that profession or passion in 

however small a way, you will learn far 

more. 

 
How did having a bursary to 
CLS change your life? 

Without a bursary, I could never have 

gone to CLS; and going there gave me 

opportunities that I would never have 

had otherwise. Before CLS, even the idea 

of going to university was completely 

alien to me. 



OC interview

20

Musical royalty always looking 
on the bright side of life 

Saxophonist, composer, arranger, conductor, multi-award-winner, and cricketer, 

John Altman (CLS 1961-67) is one of the School’s most distinguished and prolific 

musical alumni. The Gazette grabbed an hour of John’s time in the Groucho Club in 

Soho and prompted him to look back on his remarkable career. 

How did music come to play such a dominant role 
in your life?

I was virtually born into the music business because 

my uncles Woolf and Sid Phillips were bandleaders and 

composers. I started learning the piano at seven, played 

the recorder and got my first saxophone at 12 - I was lucky 

because music came very easily to me. Although there was 

a lot of music at CLS, the quality did vary. I remember 

a bunch of us joining the CCF Corps Band, with five on 

tubas, although only one guy could actually play it, me on 

saxophone, and Adrian Levine - who subsequently became a 

very distinguished classical violinist - bashing away behind 

me on cymbals whenever anything went wrong, which it 

frequently did!

Was there a ‘big break’ that got your professional 
career under way?

I was playing gigs and sessions on saxophone even while I 

was at School. Then the summer after I left CLS was spent 

playing in a band in Majorca. Then I went to Sussex to read 

English, which was something I hadn’t originally planned to 

do. But an inspirational master called Chris Terry told me 

that’s what I could and should do, and I did. I owe him a lot. 

After Sussex I worked as a supply teacher in London, started 

a PhD at Birkbeck, was still playing gigs, and then got a call 

asking me to join the group ‘Hot Chocolate’. That was my 

big break, and I’ve never been out of work since.

What have been the highlights of your career?

There have been hundreds! I’ve been very lucky. I’ve worked 

with some of the biggest names in popular music like Jimi 

Hendrix, Amy Winehouse, George Michael, Prince, Björk. 

I’ve worked with great jazz musicians like Chet Baker, Bud 

Freeman and Tubby Hayes. I’ve worked with wonderful 

directors, producers and actors in television and film in 

both the US and here, composed numerous music tracks 

for commercials, and was the first westerner to score a 

Bollywood movie. If you really push me for an answer, I 

suppose having written three of the most successful movie 

themes has been pretty satisfying – that’s ‘Always Look on 

the Bright Side’ in ‘Life of Brian’, the ship sinking scene 

in ‘Titanic’, and the tank chase scene in the Bond movie 

‘GoldenEye’.

You played some cricket at School, did you have 
time for that after you left?

Absolutely! I played for a showbiz team for years, with 

people like Viv Richards, Bill Wyman, and Chris Broad. My 

biggest claim to fame was taking the wickets of four England 

captains in 14 balls – Hussain lbw, Butcher c&b, Stewart ct 

Ian Wright and Chris Cowdrey ct on the boundary! I’ve been 

involved at Essex CCC, and also through music I got to know 

several Australian test cricketers. I was in the Caribbean 

in 1991, and some of the touring Australian team came and 

watched my gigs. They kind of adopted me as one of theirs 

– there weren’t too many non-West Indian spectators out 

there, certainly not jazz playing ones. So I spent that tour 

and many others with the Aussie team, in the dressing room, 

on the coach, wearing the Aussie kit. Many are still great 

friends. 

And what now – still working?

Certainly. The phone still keeps ringing – though these days I 

pick and choose what I do. I’m still doing gigs. I have a series 

of shows at Pizza Express Live, where I play a bit and then 

interview chums like Michael Palin (pictured below), Goldie 

and Lenny Henry. And a fun line is writing and recording 

scores for music libraries. 

I can order up 80 super musicians at Abbey Road Studios, 

conduct them and the result is published and available to 

anyone who likes it. Then you hear the music used on the 

strangest things, a film or a tv mini-series, and think, ‘Hold 

on, that sounds familiar, I composed that!’

John has an extensive Wikipedia page if you’d like to know 

more about his career.
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“I was born in Bombay (Mumbai), and my father had studied 

law in London so was keen for my brother and me also to be 

educated in England – he thought coming here would provide 

us with the best education possible,” Saeed recalls.

So with his mother and brother, he arrived in 1962 and 

with the help of past JCC President, Alderman Alec Coulson, 

enrolled in CLS. “He was charming,” says Saeed, “and I’m 

happy to say he certified me as being normal!” 

So Saeed started in 3C where his form master was ‘Yogi’ 

Hargreaves: “I’ve still no idea why he was called ‘Yogi’ – he 

certainly wasn’t our spiritual leader!” It’s a cliché perhaps, 

but Saeed does recall his school days as being among his 

happiest.  “We formed great friendships - I still meet up each 

year with a group of guys from my year.”

Saeed was a prominent sportsman at school. He played 

fives, and on occasion represented the School at cricket and 

athletics simultaneously at Grove Park, swopping as required 

between pitch and track. But cricket became his number 

one sport, and as well as the School 1st XI, he represented 

Surrey Young Cricketers, English Schools and MCC Schools, 

starring as a fearsome opening bowler. 

 On leaving school he went to India to play top level cricket 

and was deemed unfortunate not to be selected for India’s 

tour of the West Indies in 1971. He was on Gloucestershire’s 

books when he was selected to play for the Rest of the World 

against an England XI at the Scarborough Festival. 

 When the world of work beckoned, cricket, Saeed is 

convinced, played a hand in the launch of his career: “I 

applied for a job at Marks & Spencer, and I got it, even though 

I knew nothing about retail or the commercial world. I’m sure 

it’s because the two guys interviewing me were cricket nuts!”

In fact, in his early days at M&S, he was also playing for 

Oxfordshire. “Cricket has opened doors for me, wherever 

I’ve been,” he reflects, “and wherever in the world I’ve 

worked, I’ve always found a team to play for. It’s given me 

huge enjoyment all my life.” One vivid memory is playing for 

Staten Island, when working for M&S in the States: “I was 

mixing with bankers and retail executives during the week, 

and playing cricket with a bunch of illegal immigrants at the 

weekend. Wonderful. That’s sport!”

Saeed worked at M&S for 25 years, rising to become a 

director having started out on the shop floor. He then sought 

a new challenge and left to join Woolworths/Kingfisher. 

There he found a rather different environment from the 

well-oiled machine he had left at M&S. He stayed for a time, 

but then opted for a new and challenging opportunity in 

Shanghai. 

”China was just taking off economically in the mid-’90s 

and it was an amazing time to be there,” he says, “challenging 

too – because of the language, the culture and the fact that 

they had little education in the economics of the market.” 

He spent a stimulating three years there, and still goes back 

regularly.

Despite targeting early retirement when he reached 50, a 

series of consultancies followed and, in between, a great deal 

of leisure travel around the world, across Asia, the Americas, 

and Africa. He’s visited Shangri-La and Timbuktu, Iran and 

Form 3C 1964. Saeed Hatteea 2nd from left, front row

“Cricket has opened doors 
for me, wherever I’ve been”

OC Profile

Born in India, educated in England, and with a successful career that’s 
seen him work in the UK, Canada, the US, Eastern Europe and China, 

Saeed Hatteea (CLS 1963-1969) reflects on his eventful business and 
sporting lives. The Gazette caught up with Saeed at the Hurlingham Club 
in London. 
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North Korea too.

Saeed is currently the Chairman of a UK retail 

chain with an annual turnover north of £100m. Some 

retirement!

Saeed has little sympathy for those high street 

businesses which are struggling. He says that retail has 

always had to change and adapt: “It’s up to management 

to change with the times, utilise smart technologies, 

anticipate customer wants, and offer a face-to-face 

experience which isn’t available online. If a retail 

business fails, it’s the fault of the management, not online 

competition.”

It’s almost 50 years since Saeed left CLS. Any advice for 

today’s school leavers? “As a sector, retail may not seem as 

glamorous as the City, but it’s given me a broad business 

education, it’s been rewarding financially, and I’ve been 

able to work and travel around the world.”

And lessons learnt? “Success takes hard work, luck 

and, especially in a large organisation, a mentor, someone 

senior, who can help steer your career, especially in the 

early days. I had a couple of great mentors at M&S and I’ll 

always be grateful to them. Finally, and most importantly, 

find a happy balance between your work and your family 

life.”

As our conversation ends, Saeed sits back in his 

chair on the terrace at Hurlingham and his attention 

turns to the club’s under-14 cricket team who are busy 

knocking off the winning runs in a junior match. He nods 

approvingly.



Sport

Convivial gathering of Old Citizens at 
Annual Sports Dinner
On the first Friday in April a group of sports players gathered at 

Balls Bros, Minster Pavement for the JCC Annual Sports Dinner, 

organised by Bill Barnes, Secretary of the OC Cricket Club. Mark 

Stockton stood in for Bruce Todd as Master of Ceremonies.

Among the many familiar faces from cricket, fives, and golf, we 

were pleased to see a group of OC footballers. The JCC President, 

Neil Edwards was also there, along with his father and brother. 

Neil was a reminder that the 

school played rugby for many 

years, and he was the highest 

achiever of those who played at 

CLS, going on to progress from 

Harlequins to play for Scotland 

a number of times, and becom-

ing one of the elite members of 

the Scottish try scoring club. 

His brother Phil, like his father 

Barry, plays some golf these 

days. Barry was a key member 

during the latter days of our 

tennis club activities, when we 

played in the D’Abernon Cup. 

Phil played cricket for the Old Cits as a wicket-keeper batsman. 

Richard Hillman, Cricket Captain, began the formal part of 

the evening with a report on the first game of  last season in some 

detail, raising fears he was going to continue for a couple of dozen 

more games. Fortunately, he did not. Richard stressed the impor-

tance of interaction with the School and improving contacts to 

gain new recruits. 

Lawrence Anfo-Whyte, player-manager of the football club, 

was in a good position to be able to give an upbeat report on the 

football. Under the previous leadership of Keval Sangani we pro-

gressed to be promoted to division two of the Arthurian League 

last season, and this year we are challenging for promotion to the 

first division. 

The OC Eton Fives Club runs two sides and both have done 

well in the league, according to Captain John Reynolds. Stephen 

Kelly said that practices 

were well attended and 

included many non-Old 

Citizens, as they run 

an open club. Perhaps 

this reflects our club’s 

pre-eminent position in 

the sport.

Mark Stockton report-

ed that the golf club was 

looking forward to the 

imminent Halford Hewitt 

competition, which is 

enjoyed by all those 

involved. The School 

does not have a history of producing top quality golfers, and in the 

Halford it is up against other public schools, including Charter-

house, who have their own golf course.

The OC Cricket Club awarded the Mercers Cup to Richard 

Millett, known as ‘Birdseed’, for his performance with bat and ball 

last season. He has now reached a huge 597 wickets for the club. 

In his acceptance speech he made special reference to James 

Gleadow who died of cancer late last year. When diagnosed, in 

24

2014/15, he was in his early thirties, and a large contingent of 

cricketers attended the funeral. James was still at school when he 

first played for us and was a popular and regular team member. 

No player could be more enthusiastic for the game.The club have 

planned an annual commemoration match in his memory.  

The evening concluded with some socialising before everyone 

departed.

.

JCC Sports 
continue to thrive
The Old Citizens continue to run five main clubs playing the 

following sports: cricket, Eton fives, football, golf, and water polo. 

In addition, fencing takes place from time to time. Sailing has also 

been undertaken, more on a social than competitive basis, but 

the club has now been disbanded. We are exploring to see if there 

is sufficient demand to run any other sports, such as rowing and 

basketball. 

Lack of playing numbers is always a concern, and we are trying 

to take steps to address this issue by publicising our existence 

and improving interaction with the School. Currently, the cricket, 

football, golf, and water polo clubs could all benefit from new 

members, and no doubt fives would welcome them too.

Unfortunately, data protection regulations have impeded 

our ability to make contact with School leavers, as their contact 

details are no longer available to us. We can only access them 

indirectly by asking the School to e-mail individuals for us. This 

is nowhere near as efficient, or easy, as direct contact. 

Sports Grant

The JCC has awarded a substantial sports grant to the School this 

year to replace fitness equipment for the sports department - four 

new exercise bikes have been purchased.

OC sports news appears regularly on the JCC website – www.

jcc.org.uk - click on Sports on the top bar, and choose from 

the menu. 

The Sports Committee meets regularly to discuss and mon-

itor the sporting activities and facilities and finances of the 

clubs, and to explore ways of supporting sport at the School.
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Mixed fortunes in 2018 cricket season

The 2018 season started quite well, 

the OC Cricket Club winning its 

first three games, but tailed off 

later in the year when we suffered from 

a shortage of playing numbers, injuries, 

and a general lack of availability. Our 

playing record was Won 8, Tied 0, Drawn 

0, and Lost 11.

Saad Syed scored the second most 

runs, his average topping the table at just 

under 50, with a best score of 128 not out. 

Jack Malnick was runner-up, averaging a 

useful 38 plus, and scoring the most runs, 

with the reliable Mike Knight scoring the 

third highest total of runs, also averaging 

around 30 per innings. There was only 

one century, the next best individual 

score being 78, surprisingly scored by 

three players, Jack, Steve Ringer, and 

Callum Hopkins. 

Nic ‘Benny’ Benardout shocked us all 

at Penn Street, scoring 57 not out which 

was only the second half century he has 

achieved, and the second highest total of 

his career. Richard Saldanha had a fairly 

good all round performance. In addition 

to his batting, he managed to be the 

second highest wicket taker, behind the 

experienced Richard ‘Birdseed’ Millett. 

Mike Knight was our most economical 

bowler, and also took wickets at the 

cheapest rate, but he was not a prolific 

wicket taker.

Richard Hillman, our skipper and wicket-

keeper, captured 15 wickets, including 5 

stumpings, in spite of his back ‘playing 

him up’ quite often. He now totals 306 

victims for the Club. We suffered from 

injuries, and our bowling particularly 

missed a fit Junky Shannon (if fit is the 

right word to use) who is normally the 

leading wicket taker.

This April we held our dinner 

at Balls Bros, and Richard 

‘Birdseed’ Millett won the 

Mercers Cup  for the season. He 

previously won it in 2001 and 

2011. 

The Season’s Highlights

In the second match of the 

season, playing Ruislip Victoria 

at Southgate, Jack hit a half 

century from just 24 balls in a 

successful run chase. When we 

visited the attractive Eastcote 

ground we recorded another 

win. However, it did not go 

too smoothly in the batting 

partnership between Birdseed 

and our secretary, Bill. Birdseed 

had made it known that he was 

carrying a minor leg injury, but Bill called 

him for a single which would have been 

a test for the best running batsmen. 

Birdseed tried to send Bill back, but he 

Golf 
At the start of the year we looked 

forward to the draw for the Halford 

Hewitt Cup, contested by old boys of 

63 leading public schools, involving 

640 competitors, and were pleased to 

find we had been drawn against King 

Edward’s Birmingham in the first 

round, one of the less daunting 

of the possible opponents. 

This gave us some hope of 

getting through a round and 

entering the draw for round 

two.

Nick Benardout celebrates getting his second 
highest score in July 2018 at Penn Street CC

Sport

However, our aspirations were dashed 

when they beat us 4-1, but at least one 

of our pairs managed to taste victory. 

King Edward’s then suffered by losing 

to Ampleforth 5-0 in the next round.

First time losers play in the Princes 

Plate. We were drawn against the 

strong Cranleigh team and it was 

no surprise that we lost the match 

3-0. We may have wished for better 

performances on the course, but we all 

enjoyed the social occasion as usual.

We are looking for more Old 

Citizens to join our Club. We are a 

friendly group with a wide range 

of ages and abilities. You are 

guaranteed good golf in good 

company, playing in the right spirit.  

We can offer assistance for recent 

school leavers to join.
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continued, and Birdseed was run out, not 

surprisingly, to his disgust. Later in the 

season Bill was run out without facing a 

ball against Ivanhoe.

In the game with Bohemians we 

discovered fellow Old Citizen, Kyle 

Pittman was a member of their side, but 

we did sign him up to play in the match 

against the School with us. Datchworth 

was a new fixture for us in early June, and 

we beat their rather young side, but they 

were a friendly crowd. Citizens hosted 

the Highgate Taverners at Botany Bay, a 

ground that used to be our home ground 

for some time.  Jack knew the Taverners 

well, and was keen to beat them. After 

Birdseed had captured four wickets, we 

hit the target thanks to Mike Knight’s 66 

opening the batting, despite losing Saad, 

fellow opener, and Shaun, number three,  

cont. on page 28.... 

Match Results 2018 Season

Sat Apr 21 v. Whittington – Won (20 overs)
Whittington 63  (Kamlish 2-4 Malnick 2-9)

Old Citizens 65 – 7 (Malnick 25)

Sat Apr 28 v. Ruislip Victoria – Won (35 overs)
Ruislip Victoria 185 – 9 (Shannon 2-24)

Old Citizens 186 – 7 (Malnick 78 Stewart 60) 

Sun May 6 v. Eastcote – Won (40 overs)
Eastcote 112 (Knight 4-15 Harris 2-3 Shannon 2-18)

Old Citizens 115 – 5 
Sat May 12 v. Bamville – Cancelled rain

Sun May  20 v. Essendon – (timed)
Old Citizens 83 (Syed 34)

Essendon 88 - 1

Sun May 27 v. Bohemians – Lost (35 overs)
Bohemians 258 – 5 (Bardsley 2-50)

Old Citizens 233 – 8 (Stewart 66 Malnick 49 Syed 47)

Sat Jun 2 – v. Datchworth – Won (40 overs)
Old Citizens 249 – 8 (Syed 72 Knight 50)

Datchworth 141 (Panch 3-19 Millett 3-24)

Sat Jun 9 – v. Pacific – Lost (40 overs)
Pacific 229 (Knight 3-26 Bardsley 3-36) 

Old Citizens 158 ( Hopkins C 78) 

Sat Jun 16 v. Eltham – Won (30 overs)
Eltham 174 – 5 (Saldanha R 2-21 Gabbay 2-39)

Old Citizens 175 – 4 (Malnick 73 Hopkins C 47*)

Wed Jun 20 v. City of London School – Lost  (35 overs)
CLS 195 – 9 (Saldanha R 3-41)

Old Citizens 154 – 9 (Pittman 36 Hopkins C 31)

Sun Jul 1 v. Highgate Taverners Won (40 overs)
Highgate Taverners 182 – 7 (Millett 4-41 Knight 2-12)

Old Citizens 185 – 3 (Packer S 75* Knight 66) 
Sun Jul 7 v. Arkley – Cancelled

Sat Jul 14 v. Ivanhoe – Won  (30 overs)
Old Citizens 193 – 7 (Ringer 78 Millett 42)

Ivanhoe 162 – 6 (Millett 2-19 Saldanha R 2-20)

Jul 21 v. Penn Street – Lost (40 overs)
Penn Street 282 (Hopkins C 5-33)

Old Citizens 212 – 7 (Benardout 57* Millett 52 Syed 47) 

Sat Jul 28 v. Waxlow – Lost  (35 overs)
Old Citizens 181 (Knight 37 Hopkins C 29)

Waxlow 182 – 5 (Bardsley 2-35)

Fri Aug 3 v. Storrington – Lost (35 overs)
Old Citizens 158 – 6 (Ringer 52 Knight 37 Saldanha A 36)

Storrington  161 – 7 (Hopkins C 3-33 Saldanha R 2-20)

Sun Aug 5 v. Chorleywood – Lost (40 overs)
Chorleywood 251 – 5 (Millett 2-15)

Old Citizens 138 (Saldanha R 29 Hillman 28*)
Aug 11 v. Ivanhoe – Cancelled

Sat Aug 18 – v. Waxlow  - Lost (35 overs)
Old Citizens 243 – 5 (Syed 128* Ringer 30)

Waxlow 246 – 2 

Aug 25 v. Arkley – Won (35 overs)
Arkley 159 – 7 (Shannon 2-20 Panch 2-29)

Old Citizens 162 – 3 (Malnick 68 Saldanha 29 Ringer 28*)

Mon Aug 27 v. Chingford – Lost (timed)
Chingford 171 (Saldanha R 3-37 Millett 2-15)

Old Citizens 114 (Knight 39) 
Sat Sep 1 v. Mayfield – Cancelled

Sat Sep 7 v. Ilford Catholic – Lost  (40 overs)
Ilford Catholic 219 – 8 (Shannon 2-24 Benardout 2-28)

Old Citizens 93

Sat Sep 15 Watford Town, Cancelled, Sat Sep 22 Southgate 
Adelaide Cancelled rain, also Sat Sep 29 Willow Herbs 

Cancelled.

WON 8     TIED 0    DRAWN 0     LOST 11
(Cancelled 7)



Batting Averages

Name Innings Not out High score 100/50 Runs Average

Saad SYED 8 1 128* 1/1 349 49.86

Jack MALNICK 11 1 78 0/3 386 38.60

Shaun STEWART 4 0 66 0/2 126 31.50

Mike KNIGHT 10 1 66 0/2 266 29.56

Steve RINGER 13 2 78 0/2 251 22.82

Callum HOPKINS 11 1 78 0/1 228 22.80

Richard HILLMAN 13 7 28* 0/0 126 21.00

Nick BENARDOUT 4 1 57* 0/1 58 19.33

Richard SALDANHA 9 1 29 0/0 154 19.25

Dick BARDSLEY 5 2 11* 0/0 49 16.33

Richard MILLETT 16 2 52 0/1 207 14.79

Z. KHAN 3 0 24 0/0 32 10.67

Nic KAMLISH 5 2 11* 0/0 21 7.00

David MILLER 5 0 11 0/0 29 5.80

Dinesh PANCH 4 1 6* 0/0 14 4.67

John HARRIS 5 1 4 0/0 12 3.00

Sam BENARDOUT 4 1 1* 0/0 2 0.67

Also batted<3 complete innings

Inigo (S) PACKER  1-1-75*-75                                  T. NEILSON   1-0-44-44                                 Kyle PITTMAN  1-0-36-36

Allan SALDANHA  1-0-26-26                                  Michael GABBAY  1-0-22-22                      T.J. JORDAN  1-0-22*-22

Tanveer PAWAR  1-0-20-20                                     Bill BARNES  3-1-14*-19                               Ash DHABI  1-0-19-19      

Michael SAUNDERS  1-0-19-19                              Karthi SRIKANTHAN  1-0-13-13               A. BARNHAM  2-0-6-12

R. SIDDIQUI  1-0-10-10                                               D. MITCHELL  1-0-8-8                                    NAVAL  1-1-5*-5

H. SIDDIQUI  1-0-4-4                                                   Mike SHANNON  2-1-2*-2                             RAHUL  1-0-2-2

B. RICE  1-0-2-2                                                              Patrick DILLON-HATCHER 1-0-0-0        Patrick HOPKINS  1-0-0-0

GRAY  1-0-0-0                                                                Tony SAWELL did not bat

Sport
cont. from page 27 ...

for ducks. Sam Packer and Jack then saw 

us home with scores of 75 and 36 not out.

Another high point was Benny’s 

unbeaten half century at Penn Street, 

batting at number eight, and later 

partnered by Nick Kamlish, who batted 

well to record his best score and was also 

unbeaten. This pairing enabled us to 

reach the very respectable total of 212 for 

7 at stumps. We arranged an emergency 

fixture with Chorleywood when Ashridge 

Coopers could not fulfil the fixture. 

This turned out to be an enjoyable 

replacement venue. However, they 

proved to be too strong for us on the day. 

Our captain did his best with a resolute 

innings, which made the total look fairly 

respectable.

At Chingford we just failed to hang on 

for a draw, falling to their spinners. Two 

Old Citizens have played for Chingford 

in the past. One was Mike Edmonds who 

had an ambition to play for Essex CCC, 

but only managed to play for their second 

eleven. The other was Iain Hastings, 

an ex-captain of our first eleven, who 

changed sex during his time at Chingford, 

so there were some surprises and 

interesting reminiscences there!

After a very hot summer, September 

was rather disappointing from two 

aspects, although we won at Ilford, where 

they make sure the bar stocks Mr Harris’ 

red wine. The game with Southgate 

Adelaide was rained off, and we had 

to cancel the last fixture in the month 

because of lack of available numbers.

Since 1988, when we had our last 

season at our own ground at Grove Park, 

we have continued running one side, 

hiring various home grounds for 30 years.

The combined results covering the 

period 1989 to 2018  are:

PLAYED 692             WON 265

TIED 3                            DRAWN 192

LOST 232

2828282828

Bowling Averages

Name Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average BB Econ SR 3w+

Michael KNIGHT 34 7 131 8 16.37 3-26 3.85 25.5 1

Callum HOPKINS 59.1 6 226 12 18.83 5-33 3.83 29.6 2

Dinesh PANCH 29 2 156 8 19.50 3-19 5.38 21.8 1

Michael GABBAY 10 0 61 3 20.33 2-30 6.10 20.0 0

Richard SALDANHA 74 8 288 14 20.57 3-37 3.89 31.7 2

Mike SHANNON 49 6 191 9 21.22 2-18 3.90 32.7 0

John HARRIS 8 0 65 3 21.67 2-3 8.12 16.0 0

T.J. JORDAN 12 1 66 3 22.00 2-46 3.83 21.6 0

Nick BENARDOUT 18 8 114 5 22.80 2-28 6.33 28.2 0

Richard MILLETT 80 4 419 18 23.56 4-41 5.17 27.3 0

Nic KAMLISH 9.4 0 87 3 29.00 2-4 9.00 19.3 0

Dick BARDSLEY 56 2 305 10 30.50 3-36 5.44 33.6 1

Saad SYED 20 1 129 4 32.25 2-39 6.45 30.0 0

Jack MALNICK 45.3 2 251 7 35.86 2-9 5.52 39.0 0

Also bowled <3 wickets

R. SIDDIQUI  4.5-0-17-2                               Shaun STEWART  5-1-22-2                                P. SHAH  5-0-32-2   
Patrick HOPKINS  8-0-50-2                      Sam BENARDOUT  9-0-77-2                            Karthi SRIKANTHAN 0.3-0-0-1
Ash DHABI  2-0-9-1                                       Patrick DILLON-HATCHER  3-0-14-1             Kyle PITTMAN  5-0-28-1
Michael SAUNDERS  2.5-0-41-1              Inigo (S) PACKER  5-0-16-0                                H. SIDDIQUI  5-1-20-0
Z. KHAN  9-0-63-0

Fielding

Wicket-keeping Catches

Richard HILLMAN  15  (5 stumped   10 caught)
Bill BARNES   5   (2 stumped   3 caught)

R. SALDANHA 6,    MALNICK 5,    C.HOPKINS 4,    KNIGHT 3,    
SYED 3,    MILLETT 2,    P. HOPKINS 2,    N. BENARDOUT 2,    R. SID-
DIQUI 2,    BARDSLEY 1,    MILLER 1,    K. SRIKANTHAN 1, PAWAR 
1,    PITTMAN 1,    A. SALDANHA 1,  JORDAN 1,    M. SAUNDERS 1,    
NEILSON 1

Continuing success in Arthurian League
The OC Football Club had another 

successful season following their 

promotion last year as champions of 

the third division under the previous 

management of Keval Sangani, with 

Lawrence Anfo-Whyte leading them to 

fourth place in the second division this 

time.

We were at the top end of the table 

throughout, battling with the promotion 

challengers, and never looked to be one 

of the clubs in danger of relegation at any 

stage.

The first two matches were away 

fixtures, Chigwellians and Foresters, 

where we collected full points, with 1-0 

and 3-1 wins, and at our first fixture at 

Grove Park where we hosted Lancing, 

we  clocked up another 3-1 win. Our visit 

to Harrovians registered a further win, 

this time by four goals to two. It was not 

until the fifth league game that we failed 

to get three points. Westminster drew 

3-3 at our ground, which was followed by 

another draw 1-1 in the return match with 

Chigwell. 

The next visitors were the side that 

finished champions, Carthusians, 

currently the strongest club in the 

Arthurian League, against whom we put 

up a good fight, losing by a single goal 

to nil. We reached mid-season in a good 

position, with away and home matches 

against Kings College Wimbledon, 

winning 5-0 and then 2-0.

The second half of the season saw us 

on a high as far as results were concerned, 

playing Lancing, Merchant Taylors away, 

then home to Foresters and Merchant 

Taylors, resulting in 2-1, 3-2, 5-3, and 4-2 

wins respectively. Six wins in a row is real 

promotion form, and even being on the 

wrong end of a 4-2 result with Carthusians 

was not critical, although losing 4-0 

at Eton was a bit of a reality check. On 

March 23rd we hammered Harrovians 

6-1 at Grove Park, but we lost our last 

home game to Eton 2-0, which meant 
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Sport

Arthurian League 2018/2019
Division 2

Team Match Won Drawn Lost For Agnst G/Diff Points

1 Old Carthusians II 18 13 2 3 47 21 26 41

2 Old Westminsters 18 11 5 2 57 29 28 38

3 Old Etonians II 18 11 1 6 43 26 17 34

4 Old Citizens 18 11 2 5 45 30 15 34*

5 Old Foresters II 18 7 4 7 34 35 -1 25

6 Old Harrovians II 18 6 4 8 30 41 -11 22

7 Old Chigwellians II 18 6 3 9 19 30 -11 21

8 Old Merchant Taylors 18 5 0 13 26 46 -20 15

9 Lancing Old Boys II 18 5 0 13 23 44 -21 15

10 Kings College Wimbledon II 18 3 3 12 20 42 -22 9*

* Indicates points adjustment

we had to win our last league fixture 

against the other promotion challengers, 

Westminster, on their ground to stand a 

chance of getting successive promotions, 

and we lost 2-1 in a hard fought game. 

Westminster, who still had another league 

game to play, were able to take advantage 

of the situation.

We entered the Junior League Cup 

again but were knocked out in the first 

round. Perhaps we were unlucky to draw 

Sherburians, newcomers to the Arthurian 

League and an unknown opponent. 

Although they were in a lower division, 

they are strong and beat us 4-2. They 

went on to win their division of the league 

with ease, and even did well in the Arthur 

Dunn Cup. 

Although we do not have use of 

catering facilities at Grove Park, we 

offer light refreshments to clubs at the 

Youngs pub down the road after games. 

However, we would like to thank Terry 

and his groundsman team for the quality 

of pitches which received favourable 

comments from most of our opponents.

In future we intend to climb the 

league, but to get to the top it would help 

to have sufficient players to run a second 

eleven. That will need a bigger player 

base.

We will consider whether to enter 

other cup competitions such as the 

Arthur Dunn and Amateur Football 

Association.   
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Fair season for OC water polo club
The OC Water Polo Club had a fair season, enjoying a passable 

amount of success, winning one game out of six in the 

Thameside Water Polo League Division 1. The match results 

were: Old Citizens -7 Otters - 6; 

Old Citizens -7 Polytechnic 

Purples -10; Polytechnic Purples 

-3 Old Citizens - 0; Old Citizens - 

5 Croydon Amphibians - 9; Otters 

-13 Old Citizens -10; Croydon 

Amphibians - 5 Old Citizens - 0. 

Top goal scorers were Patrick 

Bennett, who scored four goals 

(in three games), and Albie 

Duffy, who also totalled four goals (in one game). Major foul 

kings were Miguel Ortiz, two across two games, and Paul Bryan 

with three, spread over five games (well, we did say it was tough 

and physical). We used sixteen players across the season, but 

never had more than nine available for any particular game. Taka 

Ota, Oliver Parkes and Paul Bryan played in every game. Three 

boys from CLS’s senior sixth were a welcome addition to the 

team - Sasha Walter, Tom Outen 

and Tintin Whitcomb.

It is a very demanding sport 

physically, with seven players 

in the team, consisting of six 

field people and a goalkeeper. 

There are four quarters, and up 

to six substitutes can be used if 

available. Apart from numbers, 

we have been lacking in the 

specialist goalkeeping department. Several players took their 

turns in goal, some more successful than others.

Home matches take place in the school pool which helps us keep 

in contact with possible future players. Just like all team sports, 

we are always on the look out for more players, but find there is 

a shortage of people willing to give the appropriate amount of 

commitment and availability. People such as Paul Bryan, who 

has done so much for the club over recent years are invaluable 

but far too rare.

We trained regularly and completed all except two of our 

away fixtures, where we were unable to raise teams. In the 

league, all our games were competitive.

cont. from page 29....
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Thameside Water Polo 2018 - 2019
Combined Table Divisions 1 and 2

Pos Team Pts* Plyd Won Drwn Lost F A Diff Div

1 Croydon Amphibians M2s 3.00 6 6 0 0 59 30 29 Div 1

2 Whitgift Trinity M1s 2.50 6 5 0 1 89 48 41 Div 2

3 Eastern Otter M1s 2.17 6 4 1 1 93 52 41 Div 2

4 Polytechnic Purples 2.00 6 4 0 2 53 43 10 Div 1

5 London Orcas M1s 0.50 6 1 1 4 39 78 -39 Div 2

6 Citizens M1s 0.50 6 1 0 5 29 46 -17 Div 1

7 Otter M2s 0.50 6 1 0 5 50 72 -22 Div 1

8 Blue Merlins M1s 0.50 6 1 0 5 49 92 -43 Div 2

*Pts/Game           3 Points for a win      1 Point for a draw                                                                          (Source: Thameside League website)

Busy year at home and abroad for 
Old Citizens Eton Fives Club 
The Old Citizens Eton Fives Club 

completed another very full season in 

May, culminating in a weekend of fives 

taking in the EFA’s annual dinner at the 

Royal Automobile Club in Pall Mall, a five-

pair match at Eton against our Zuozer 

friends for the Hawken-Garrett Cup, 

and the Adams Cup competition at 

Highgate. The weekend saw Nick 

Choustikov awarded our 18th Half 

Blue (for Cambridge) and David 

Cooper, at 79, becoming the oldest 

player ever to take part in the 

Veterans Competition.

It’s also worth noting that youth 

overcame experience in our annual 

Veterans vs Virgins match last 

December. That’s the second time in 

a row that the old sweats (those who 

learned their fives on the Victoria 

Embankment) have been humbled 

– a stirring reminder that this club 

continues to attract players from the 

School. 

Recent very welcome and active 

additions to our club include Jacob 

Greenhouse, Nick Choustikov, Saajan 

Shah, Tomos Bliss and - with luck, from 

next year - Edwin Gosnel (who shares 

his forename with our founding father, 

Edwin Abbott Abbott, the headmaster 

who insisted on fives courts at the ‘new’ 

school in the late 19th century). We are 

very lucky to have such an energetic and 

effective fives master at school, Rahim 

Dharamshi

Adams Cup
The season-capping Adams Cup was won 

by Geneva resident Alex Kasterine and 

honorary Old Cit Ralph Morgan at our 

home-from-home, Highgate.  Twenty-two 

of us took part, half Old Citizens and 

half guests, including half-a-dozen 

of our Swiss friends. 

Alex and Ralph won their half of 

the draw, while John Reynolds and 

Swiss guest Peter Suess won theirs. 

The final swung first towards John 

and Peter but then away from them 

as they failed to get enough cuts up 

to force home their advantage. Alex 

and Ralph came back from 8-3 down 

to win 12-9 to give Alex his first 

Adams title. (Ralph’s name is already 

on the cup.)

A special mention must go to 

Martin East, who travelled from 

his home in Bonn to play, and to 

Lawford Martin, who now lives in 

the north-west but came to watch. 

We were graced by the presence of 

John Carpenter Club president, former 

cont. on page 32 ....

Sam Packer and Mark Signy win the Wood Plate



Scottish international Neil Edwards, who 

presented the cup.

The Old Citizens have held 

competitions for the Adams Cup most 

years since 1928, which makes it the 

oldest cup in Eton fives, apart from the 

Kinnaird itself.

Hawken-Garrett Cup
The Swiss won back the HGC by winning 

our latest clash three pairs to two at Eton. 

The increasingly formidable Swiss 

were reinforced by two London-based 

players, Marc Tavra and Bogdan Dovgyy. 

The previous evening the Swiss 

contingent joined us at the RAC for the 

EFA’s annual dinner. On the Saturday 

night we treated our guests to supper in 

Clerkenwell.

The results were:

1st: J Reynolds and S Kelly beat R 

Buechi and S Kronenberger 3-1

2nd: N Gill and A Kasterine lost to F 

Buechi and F Brakel 1-3

3rd: M Stockton and M Signy lost to M 

Tavra and A Heuberger 0-3

4th: MG Jacobs and M East lost to P 

Suess and D Buechi 1-3

5th: A Jones and R Pattison beat F 

Variola and B Dovgyy 3-0.

The Hawken-Garrett Cup is named 

after Floater Hawken and Bunny Garrett, 

two of the giants of the Club who got 

us going again after the war, and who 

pioneered trips to Zuoz in the 1950s. We 

and the Zuozers have competed for it for 

the past six years. 

Varsity Match
Jacob Greenhouse - in his last year at 

Oxford - and Cambridge freshman, Nick 

Choustikov, represented their respective 

universities in the Varsity match. Jacob 

was unlucky to miss out on a Half Blue 

which his performance in the Barber Cup 

against Lancing showed he well deserved.

Nick, the 18th Old Citizen to win a 

half-blue in the game, was selected to 

play in the half-blue match at third pair 

and lost. Jacob played at third pair for the 

Oxford Peppers and won. 

As the official EFA report reads: 

‘In the first team match, returning 

postgrad Anthony Kane and fresher 

Nick Choustikov fought hard at third 

pair but were comfortably beaten by the 

Etonian combination of Ted Macdonald-

Buchanan and former Oxford captain 

Will Ponsonby.

‘There was quality and experience 

throughout the Oxford second team and 

Qassi Gaba, Barnaby Harrison, Crispin 

Straker, Josh Gordon, Jacob Greenhouse 

and Dominic Dootson conceded very 

few points in winning against their 

Cambridge counterparts.’

Jacob may join Nick at Cambridge 

next year, which could be an exciting 

development for the Club.

Old Versus Young* 
The youngsters won their second OvY 

match in a row last December by 2 games 

to 1 - when the clash was staged as part of 

our Festive Fives celebration games. The 

youngies seem to be gathering strength - 

the oldies are going to have to make a big 

effort to reverse the recent run of results. 

First pair: John Gee-Grant and John 

Reynolds beat Nick Gill and Edwin 

Gosnel 2-0.

Second pair: Les Jacobs and Mark 

Schreiber lost to Sam Packer and Saajan 

Shah 0-2.

cont. from page 31....
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Third pair: Mark George Jacobs and 

Stephen Kelly lost to Jacob Greenhouse 

and Tomos Bliss 0-2.

(*Cut-off point was Victoria 

Embankment/Queen Victoria Street)

League
The Club ran two sides in the second 

and third national divisions. We 

came second bottom in Division 2. 

The side incurred its highest tally 

of penalty points in recent years, 

thanks to a combination of injury 

and unavailability, and it’s now 

been decided that we’ll withdraw 

from this division. Our second side 

achieved a solid mid-table finish 

and we’ll focus on this division next 

season. 

Kinnaird Cup and Veterans
The Club was relatively under-

represented in the game’s most 

high-profile event, the Kinnaird 

Cup, though Nick Choustikov 

ensured that the OCEFC flag still 

flew in both the main and plate 

competitions.

Meanwhile, David Cooper played 

in the Veterans Tournament and was told 

he had become the oldest player – at 79 – 

ever to take part. 

Barber Cup
We lost 0-3 in the first round of the game’s 

highest-profile team competition, the 

Barber Cup,  to the Lancing Old Boys, so 

there were no shirts commemorating a 

successful round. 

1st pair: Spencer Chapman and John 

Reynolds lost to Ashley Lumbard and 

George Campbell 0-3.

2nd pair: Jacob Greenhouse and Nick 

Gill lost to Doug Foster and his partner 

0-3. 

3rd pair: Saajan Shah and Stephen Kelly 

lost to a third pair 0-3.

As a matter of interest, half of the 

team learned their fives on the Victoria 

Embankment. The other half - Gill, 

Greenhouse and Shah - were introduced 

to the game during their time at Queen 

Victoria Street.

EFA Trophy
The club entered the EFA Trophy - where 

three-pair sides played single-set matches 

against half-a-dozen clubs in one frantic 

day at Eton - and had a series of very 

enjoyable games but failed to reach the 

play-offs.

Nick Gill and schoolboy Edwin Gosnell 

had a successful run out at Eton in the 

Graham Turnbull Trophy, progressing 

from their group despite high quality 

opponents. They were unlucky to lose a 

keenly contested game against a well-

drilled Salopian pair 15-9 in the second 

round having at one stage been level at 

9-all for more than 10 minutes.

Wood Plate
The season kicked off - as has become 

traditional - with the Wood Plate.

Mark Signy and Sam Packer beat 

Pete Chen and Abs Bhattacharya 

in the final on Highgate’s courts. 

Sixteen of us took part, including 

special guests from the Old Zuozers 

(Marc Tavra) and from St Paul’s in 

Darjeeling (Rajiv Jaiswal).

We continue to play every 

Thursday evening at Highgate. 

Everybody is welcome. Anybody who 

would like to come along should let 

John Reynolds or Ralph Morgan know.

Nick Gill has handed over to 

Ralph Morgan after several years 

running the Club’s fixture list and 

Division Two side. Very many thanks 

to Nick for his dedication to a job which 

can be very time-consuming (not to say 

challenging).

Rachel Douek has also handed over 

her Division Three duties to Ralph after 

several years running the Club’s second 

team very efficiently and successfully. 

Very many thanks to both.

John Reynolds, May 2019

Nick Choustikov wins Half Blue for Cambridge

The OCEFC held several very happy trips 
last summer, to Taunton in May, Geneva 
in June, Durham and Zuoz in September 
and Jersey in October. Pictured are Jersey 
resident Tom Gales, John Reynolds, 
Rachel Dovek and Stephen Kelly playing 
on Jersey’s single court. Stephen and Tom 
drew 2-2 with John and Rachel after being 
two sets down. It was the first time the 
court had been used since the 1990s.
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Old Citizens and guests at the Adams Cup



Art
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Abigail Jacqueline Jones (CLS 2008-15) recently graduated from the BA Fine Art course at Goldsmiths College. Drawing 

on experiences within London’s gentlemen’s clubs, amongst similar institutions, which she regrettably became 

connected with between leaving school and coming out as trans in 2017, her work focuses on her status as Insider 

within certain problematic, archaic, single-sex institutions of the British Establishment, exposing their continuing racism, 

sexism, classism and imperial nostalgia to wider audiences.

Photographed here is the set she assembled for her Graduate Show, in which she performed a 30- minute theatrical 

monologue titled ‘The Worst Fate a Man could Ever Suffer.’ Inspired by Julia Serano’s trans-feminist manifesto ‘Whipping 

Girl’, and Victorian Gothic horror, the monologue tells of how a recurring character in Abigail’s recent work – the 160-year-

old, sly, mysterious feminist dominatrix Joan Carpenter* – was created out of one Patriarchy-criticising, ex-public schoolboy’s 

willing encounter with The Mutilator, a Ripper-inspired radical feminist who had become the scourge of 1880s London, 

through snatching high-profile gentlemen who had abused vulnerable women in some manner, from their beds, and 

performing sex reassignment operations on them.

Designed to look like a dining room belonging to a powerful secret society, the set’s deep red tablecloths, dark green walls 

and candle lighting produce an intimidating, petrifying atmosphere for its audience to contend with upon entering. A small 

collection of props was used in the performance, or left to decorate the space. These included a jar of water and mud from the 

Thames, whose label describes it as mud from Queenhithe Dock, in the City, where the Mutilator’s Third Victim was found.

*Joan Carpenter is named after John Carpenter. So too is the Joan Carpenter Club – the society of undercover feminist 

infiltrators the artist founded in 2018.

Photography by Adrian Pope, unless otherwise stated.

Abigail’s website: www.abigailjacquelinejones.com

Graduate show embraces gothic 
murder mystery  
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Above: the artist (r), photographed in conversation with Alison Gill.  A member of the Art Department at CLS, Alison taught 

Abigail from Third Form right up until she left school, and was instrumental in encouraging her to pursue performance 

and body art. Abigail maintains a close relationship with the CLS Art Department, and returns to the School every year for 

its summer show; she was overjoyed her old mentor managed to return the favour. (Photograph by Nadine Schofield, Art 

technician at CLS.) 

Nine illustrations in pen and ink were 

created by the artist to hang around 

the space, depicting various events 

described in the monologue. 

The set in full. 

The artist in character as Joan 

Carpenter.  A self-portrait, in pen and 

ink, hangs from the wall behind her.



‘The Father of the British Film 
Industry’, Old Citizen Robert Paul 

The pioneering work of CLS 

alumnus, Robert William Paul 

(1883 – 1885), has been brought 

to life in the exhibition, ‘Animatograph! 

How cinema was born in Haringey’ 

curated by Ian Christie, Professor of Film 

and Media History, Birkbeck College, 

University of London.

Marking the 150th anniversary 

of his birth, the exhibition tells the 

story of how Robert Paul led the 

way in ‘animated photography’ or 

films, which first hit the screen in 

1896, creating cinema in Haringey. 

The first American and French 

filmmakers took a lot of their 

ideas from Paul’s pioneering work, 

which was successfully exported 

all over the world for the next ten 

years.

Showing at Bruce Castle 

Museum, Haringey, between April 

and July, the exhibition moves to 

London Metropolitan Archives, 

Clerkenwell in September, and will 

be reconfigured for the National 

Science and Media Museum in 

Bradford from November. 

Born in Highbury, Robert Paul 

left CLS at the age of 16 to continue 

his studies at Finsbury Technical 

College. His primary interest was 

in electrical engineering and he 

became one of the principal agents 

of the spectacular developments 

in this field at the turn of the 20th 

Century.  He has been compared 

to his contemporary the great 

American scientist Thomas Edison. 

In fact, it was one of Edison’s 

inventions, the Kinetoscope, which 

led to Paul’s introduction to the 

science of cinematography. 

The Kinetoscope was a peephole 

device for viewing 35mm films which 

preceded the invention of the projector 

and screen. Since Edison had failed to 

take out a patent for his invention in 

Britain, Paul, who by the early 1890s 

had his own successful instrument-

making business, was contracted to build 

imitation machines for the UK market. 

Since, however, the Edison Company had 

the monopoly of compatible films, Paul 

began working on the development of his 

own cinematographic camera. 

The resulting device was successfully 

used to produce some of the earliest films 

in Britain, including the first motion 

picture recording of the University 

Boat Race. By 1896 Paul had invented 

the first 35 mm film projector, known 

as the Theatrograph, for commercial 

production in the UK. According to 

historian, John Barnes, Robert Paul’s 

Theatrograph became the prototype of 

modern projectors. In the same year Paul 

created a landmark in news reporting by 

showing a film of the Derby horse race to 

audiences, including the Prince of Wales, 

in theatres within twenty-four hours of 

its finish. 

He knew, however, that 

these first short films weren’t 

enough to hold public 

attention. In 1898, he and 

his wife Ellen bought land in 

Muswell Hill to build Britain’s 

first film studio. The films 

they made over the ensuing 

years laid the basis of nearly 

everything we know in cinema 

– comedies, chases, dramas, 

and magical ‘trick films’. 

In addition to these 

major contributions to 

cinematography, Robert 

Paul achieved outstanding 

successes in the production of 

galvanometers, electrostatic 

voltmeters, inductometers 

and other high precision 

instruments in the field 

of electrical engineering. 

These included a device 

known as the Pulsator which 

aided breathing in cases of 

respiratory paralysis and 

saved many lives. 

This truly remarkable Old 

Citizen died in 1943, having set 

up the Paul Instrument Fund, 

a trust fund administered by 

The Royal Society ‘for the 

provision of instruments of a 

novel or unusual character to 

assist physical research’.

Ian Christie’s blog about Robert Paul:

 https://paulsanimatographworks.

wordpress.com/2019/04/13/forward-to-

the-past/

36

Robert Paul with an electrically driven camera at the time 
of filming Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee

Archives
Robert Paul with camera, from the Strand 
Magazine, August 1896, marking his success 
with the film of that year’s Derby . 

 

Pictures
Left page: 1903 cartoon from the Optical Magic Lantern Journal showing Robert Paul  as one 
of the leading figures in the British film industry of the period, faced with Pathe unilaterally 
lowering the price of films, to drive competitors out of business.

Below: The Alhambra Music Hall in Leicester Square (where the Odeon now stands) in 
Summer 1896 displaying an advertisement for Paul’s ‘Animatograph’.  
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Calling all Marlburians !

As we approach the 80th Anniversary of the evacuation to 

Marlborough, City of London School is hoping to create an 

exhibition about that time and would love to hear stories from 

any Old Citizens who were there. Additionally, any diaries, 

letters, photographs or mementos would be great to see. 

Please send these in to  School Archivist, Katherine Symonds 

(contact details below).

Wilfred Piercy 
In 2006/7 we printed excerpts of the war diary of Wilfred 

Piercy, apparently in the possession of a Lisa DiGennaro. A 

relative of Piercy’s has contacted us, having already spoken to 

several people online, in the hope of finding it. 

Unfortunately, no correspondence from this entry seems 

to exist so if anyone has any information on where we might 

find the original text it would be greatly appreciated. 

If you can assist, please get in touch with the 

School’s Archivist, Katherine Symonds at

katherine.symonds@cityoflondonschool.org.uk

or tel: 020 3680 6300.

The ‘QuestMotorist’ - a (low quality) still from Paul’s 1906 film, perhaps his most spectacular surviving film. Paul was himself a pioneer 
motorist.



Héloïse Sénéchal
Miss Sénéchal joined CLS in 2007, having previously worked 

at CLSG, Habs’ Girls and Rugby School, after graduating from 

Pembroke College, Cambridge University, in 1996. As the 

second longest serving member of the English department, 

Héloïse has seen a lot of change. Original colleagues from 

the days of David Levin, such as Matthew Hilton-Dennis and 

David Dyke, have moved on or retired, and 

Héloïse herself went part-time a number 

of years ago to spend more time with her 

children. It is a very different school that 

she leaves.

Indeed, until the arrival of Lucy Long-

hurst and Emily Green in 2015, Heloise was 

the only woman to have held a full-time 

position in the English Department in the 

School’s history. In those less progressive 

times, she was without doubt a trailblazer. 

Despite the male-dominated environ-

ment of CLS – or perhaps because of it – Héloïse remains 

proudly feminist and has enthusiastically taught the English 

Language ‘A’ Level course for many years, in which the gen-

dered nature of language is a discussion topic and frequent 

exam question. The boys have benefited enormously from her 

interest in – and knowledge of – this area of linguistics, as they 

have in all areas of her classroom practice.

Héloïse is an expert teacher and her lessons are those of a 

skilled, reflective practitioner. From the Sixth Form all the 

way down to the Lower School, many boys have profited from 

Heloise’s knowledge of topics, ranging from Shakespeare 

and his Early Modern contemporaries to Victorian literature 

(notably of the gothic kind) and twentieth century science 

fiction. From drawing upon her knowledge of Elizabethan 

life to recording her own children talking for the linguistics 

course, Héloïse has always been dedicated 

to giving the pupils the best experience 

possible in the classroom. In fact, one 

of the School’s governors observed her 

teaching earlier this year and declared it to 

be the best lesson he had seen in his entire 

career.

As such, her decision to move on is a blow 

to the English Department. Héloïse has, 

after a lot of deliberation, decided to return 

to university to complete her PhD. Having 

gained an MPhil in Elizabethan antitheatri-

calism at the Shakespeare Institute, she now intends to finish 

her studies by focusing on Thomas Dekker – pamphleteer, 

playwright and contemporary of Shakespeare. 

The School’s loss is academia’s gain, and we should cele-

brate the fact that she is fulfilling a long-held ambition. Her 

colleagues in the English Department will certainly miss her 

bawdy wit, stimulating conversation and generous nature. We 

wish her the best of luck.                     RAR

Valetes
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Matt Kerr
Matt Joined the PE Department at CLS in 

2005, making the short jump along the riv-

erfront from Westminster Under School.

 At an unsettled time in the department, 

he was a breath of fresh air. Willing to 

get involved in everything and anything, 

whilst always oozing positivity, he was the 

perfect teacher to energise Lower School 

sport. He was immediately put to work 

in this area with the U12 Football and 

Cricket teams as well as venturing beyond 

his perceived comfort zone with the U15 

Football team. Matt coped easily with the 

demands and, after a great first year, began 

to nurture what would become a fantastic 

14-year career at CLS. 

In 2007, with the help of Yoav Lebens’ 

parents, Matt took charge of the prestig-

ious school 1st 15 Football team, a strong 

season for the boys and one that highlight-

ed Matt’s simple but effective approach 

to football: “get it up the pitch as quickly 

as possible” and “don’t be afraid to leave 

your foot in.” 

Matt’s teaching career started to move 

away from Physical Education as he began 

to rise up the pastoral ladder. In 2010, he 

used his IT background and developing 

Apple account to interview his way into a 

Head of OG & First Form role. The rapidly 

developing technology and communica-

tion systems at CLS would allow Matt to 

break the mindset that PE teachers could 

not be effective Heads of Year. 

After five years, Matt started looking for 

the next step-up in his career, principally 

away from CLS. He cleverly, and some-

what ironically, latched on to the need 

for schools to manage pupil access to 

digital technology, as well as embracing 

the rise of a policy-driven, safeguarding 

culture. During his sabbatical in 2018, he 

researched digital device use in several 

schools, as well as developments in Astro 

Turf playing surfaces, provided CLS with 

priceless feedback and advances in school 

policy.

The process was complete: a proven 

track record of teaching, an inspirational 

career as a pastoral leader and research 

into grown-up topics to impress any 

Senior Manager, made Matt irresistible 

to Mount House School, where he is now 

a happy and successful Deputy Head 

Teacher.  We all wish him the very best for 

the future.                    NFC                                           

Ian Emerson
Ian Emerson joined the Modern Languages Department in 2012, 

initially as a temporary replacement to cover a maternity leave, 

becoming a permanent member of staff a year later. Despite 

hailing from Northern Ireland, he had previously spent a number 

of years teaching in the north-east, hence his 

unshakable devotion to Newcastle United. 

 An immensely able linguist, with a deep 

interest in the literature and art of Ger-

man-speaking countries, he soon won the 

confidence of boys studying this language at all 

levels of the School.  Working first alongside 

Mrs Heaf and latterly with Mr Pollard, he has 

been instrumental in the decision of signifi-

cant numbers of boys to opt for German not 

just in the Sixth Form, but also as a degree course at many of the 

most renowned universities in the country.

He is not only immensely cultured – well-read, a regular the-

atre-goer and a talented organist – but also deeply stylish. Mufti 

days would see him sporting a baby blue cashmere scarf knotted 

nonchalantly at the neck and soft cotton shirts always in natural 

shades; as elegantly understated as an ECM record cover. 

Whilst working in Gosforth, Ian had played an important pas-

toral role at a very large and successful Sixth Form College, so

 it was only natural, when the posts of Deputy Head and then 

Head of Sixth Form fell vacant here at CLS, that he would prove 

the strongest candidate in very competitive fields. 

All he does is driven by kindness and a sense of the honourable 

- he is both a gentle man and a gentleman - but also by a quietly 

burning sense of fairness. The experience of 

countless boys has been made immeasurably 

better by a small gesture or a brief word. For 

some whose need has been greater, Ian has 

passed on the fruit of his great wisdom and 

experience and shown his exceptional capacity 

simply to listen.

 He has transformed the aggressive, thought-

less, often loutish culture that had threatened 

to take over what had become known as ‘muck-

up day’, into the inclusive, celebratory atmosphere that now 

pervades Leavers’ Day. He has also been at the very heart of the 

development of awareness of and respect for diversity, especially 

LGBT, at School, something that should be a source of pride to 

everyone here.  

 The many boys and colleagues who have benefitted from Ian’s 

kindness and generosity have so much for which to be grateful to 

him and will, we are sure, join us in wishing him all the success in 

the next stage of his career.                    CBS/BP/RE

Jane de Stacpoole
Jane de Stacpoole joined CLS in 

January of 2014 on a six-month, part-

time contract in the Learning Support 

Department, and quickly made herself 

indispensable. 

Jane joined CLS after 15 years of 

teaching, most recently at Collingham 

College in Kensington, 

where she managed 

assessments and access 

arrangements for the 

school, as well as carrying 

out teaching responsibili-

ties. Prior to that, she was a 

Learning Support teacher 

in three different Prep 

Schools in Norfolk, where she has her 

family home.

Jane’s experiences living abroad in 

Kenya, Uganda, Berlin, Hong Kong, 

and Cyprus, have given her a global 

perspective that has been invaluable in 

informing her teaching work and rap-

port with the boys at CLS. Even while 

firmly settled back in the UK, Jane has 

struggled to keep her feet on the ground 

for long, regaling the Department with 

stories of horseback rides across the 

Andes, beaches in Sri Lanka, and family 

weddings in Kenya.  

Her experience raising four children 

and being able to put on her ‘parent hat’ 

to advise sensible decisions for boys at 

CLS has been invaluable, and most staff 

at the school will agree 

that it is always best to see 

Jane for a direct, honest, 

and pointed opinion on all 

things SEND, and come 

to think of it, all things in 

general.  

It is difficult to find good 

learning support teachers 

with knowledge of assessment and 

exam board regulations as well as the 

engaging disposition and positive atti-

tude that make a good all-round teach-

er – and Jane encapsulates this. Her 

outspoken manner, common sense and 

no-nonsense approach will be missed 

almost as much as her lion-sized heart 

and delightful sense of humour – but 

we have a feeling we’ll see her back at 

CLS before too long.                               ACD

Kate Weare
Kate Weare leaves CLS after 13 years 

of immaculate service. As a passionate 

theologian, she might have left a year 

earlier to avoid 

‘thirteenth disciple’ 

jibes, so we are very 

grateful to her for 

hanging on. 

In her time she 

has been a teacher 

of Religion and 

Philosophy, Deputy Head of Second Form, 

Acting Head of Religion and Philosophy, 

Sixth Form Tutor and Head of Higher 

Education. In all of her roles she has 

performed with enormous enthusiasm 

and skill and we will miss her organised, 

scholarly and humble approach. 

Above all, Mrs Weare has inspired our 

boys to appreciate the greatest heights of 

human endeavor, such that Senior Sixth 

Form boys still remember and recount 

her inspirational Junior School lessons 

with great fondness. Mrs Weare leaves 

us to take up a teaching role at Lingfield 

College, where she will shed some of 

her theological faithfulness to teach 

Philosophy ‘A’ Level. CLS will miss her 

greatly.                                                                JMF
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Paul Wickham 1947-2019
Paul was born in Norbury, where he enjoyed a very happy child-

hood. He entered the school in 1957, just before his tenth birth-

day. He was an avid sportsman, representing the school on the 

rugby field and athletics track. In later years his love of running 

would carry him to a highly respectable 3 hours 26 in the London 

Marathon. 

He became Head of School in his final year and then went to 

Nottingham University to read Law. It was surely no coincidence 

that his friend Janet also attended Nottingham, and they married 

in 1970.

Paul joined a graduate training programme at National 

Westminster Bank. He progressed within NatWest until early 

retirement at 50, when he stepped down as Director of Group 

Audit. At various times he was on the boards of Lombard North 

Central and Ulster Bank, and at one time was responsible for in-

ternational syndicated finance for national governments’ aircraft 

purchases.

After his early retirement from 

banking he saw a job advert for Chief 

Executive of Surrey Wildlife Trust 

and in a blink swopped a suit and tie 

for wellies and a Barbour. He devoted 

years to this role, taking an organisa-

tion that was one of the smallest trusts 

in the country to the second largest 

after Scotland. His knowledge of 

business and decades of deal-making 

helped Surrey Wildlife Trust take on 

all of Surrey County Council’s green 

spaces – one triumph among many. Nationally, he was a trustee of 

the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts from 2006 until 2012, latterly 

as Chairman.

His charitable works were many and various, including Great 

Ormond Street Hospital, The Change Foundation, the Anthony 

Nolan Trust and his local Church.He was also a generous donor to 

the JCC Asquith Bursary Scheme.

Paul sat on the JCC committee for more than forty years and 

was Club President in 2003-04. He supported the uphill strug-

gles for the first Club computer, for an electronic membership 

database, for a change to the old magazine format, for lifetime 

subs, and for a focus on  younger members. But his key and lasting 

achievement was in helping create the role of Alumni Relations 

Officer, alongside Headmaster David Levin, as it became increas-

ingly clear volunteer contributions would not be adequate for a 

digital future.

David wrote: “Paul was a man of action who got things done, 

but he always saw the best in people and approached them 

accordingly. Thus he brought us all together and bound us to the 

humane and meritocratic vision that was CLS. His style was quiet 

and unassuming but all the more effective for that. I shall always 

remember his infectious laughter and ability to see the ridiculous 

– the basis of good English humour!”

Paul was a member of two Masonic 

Lodges, a Freeman of the City of Lon-

don and a Liveryman of the Worship-

ful Company of Bakers.

He was diagnosed with inoperable 

pancreatic cancer in early 2017, to 

which he finally succumbed on 26th 

May 2019. 

Paul was a kind, calm, very able 

man and very generous, always 

prepared to hear the other side of any 

case, but not without a view. A diplo-

mat and good (and effective) negotiator, committed Christian, 

husband, son, father, grandfather, President, Secretary, Chair-

man, Director, Trustee, Councillor and, to many, a staunch friend.  

He will be sadly missed by his wife Janet, his sons Ben and 

Steve, their wives and five grandchildren. 

Alan Willis, John Emerson  and the family

Iain Alexander Todd
1954 - 2018 

Iain Todd (CLS 

1965-1971) was a 

gregarious boy 

at School and 

a good athlete, 

representing 

the School 

at rugby and 

athletics. 

However, 

academic 

success was somewhat delayed and it 

was not until after he left School that 

Iain achieved the ‘A’ level grades needed 

for university. He went to Cardiff (as it 

then was) to study Geology, but swiftly 

switched to Metallurgy, and there he 

found his metier. His studies continued 

at McGill University in Montreal where 

he took an MSc and PhD. 

Iain worked in mining around the 

world, mainly on proving the viability 

of deposits of rare earths and minerals. 

The larger part of his career was spent 

working for Lakefield Research (now 

part of the multinational SGS) in Ontar-

io. He was highly thought of in his field. 

He met his wife Linda in Montre-

al and they and their two daughters 

settled in the small farming and artistic 

community of Millbrook, Ontario. 

He was a skilled chef and frequently 

held court from his kitchen with, if he 

thought you merited it, a ‘dusty’ bottle 

or two from his extensive wine cellar. 

Iain contracted colon cancer in 2013, 

and lost his battle against the disease 

on 28th September 2018 surrounded by 

his family. 

Stanley Davis  
1933 – 2019 

After leaving CLS in 1951, Stanley 

worked as an accountant before he 

joined his parents at their catering 

company - Davis Catering.  He was 

responsible for the smooth running of 

many weddings and bar mitzvahs at the 

Kinloss Suite Synagogue hall in Finch-

ley, London.  

After retiring from catering he ran 

an antiques and furniture restoration 

business in Botesdale, Norfolk, later 

moving to Spain with his wife Julia 

where they spent 16  years living in the  

Costa Blanca.  

He was the proud and much-loved 

father of two daughters, and granddad 

to four grandchildren and a

great-grandson.
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James Frederick Edwin
Hatley  1929 – 2019 

Jim was born in Chelsea in 1929. His 

family moved to Putney in 1939 but their 

home was bombed and the family was 

eventually rehoused in Roehampton. 

Jim was given a 

scholarship to 

City of London 

School in 1945 at 

a time when the 

School had been 

evacuated to 

Marlborough. He 

was conscripted 

at the age of 18 

and after serving in the army, Jim joined 

The British Tabulating Machine Compa-

ny, which made business calculators, in 

1949. The company became ICL. Jim was 

then an Area Sales Manager at a company 

competing with IBM and was present at 

the birth of today’s computers. Later, he 

took various senior positions within the 

company in the UK, Canada and America 

until his retirement, aged 58. 

Jim supported the Walton & Weybridge 

Amateur Operatic Society throughout his 

life, serving on the committee, appearing 

in almost every production and directing 

15 shows. He was a National Operatic & 

Dramatic Association Representative 

and was involved in the Society for over 

70 years and in 2008 received a 60-year 

service award. Jim was made the President 

in 2013 and remained so until he died.

Jim passed away suddenly at the age 

of 90 on his birthday. He will be great-

ly missed by his wife Eileen, daughter 

Nicola, son Julian, stepson Darryl and 

granddaughter Freya and all his friends.

Royston Keith Isaacs 
1933 – 2017
Royston Isaacs attended the School from 

1944 until 1951, travelling by train from 

Highgate to 

Blackfriars. 

After School, 

Royston went 

on to study 

Pharmacy at 

Chelsea School 

of Pharmacy, 

London. 

Once qualified 

he worked  in 

many chemists throughout London and 

the Home Counties as well as in Jersey 

before settling and purchasing Hogg and 

Son Chemists on the Hyde Park Estate, 

London. 

He was recognised by the Royal Pharma-

ceutical Society for more than 60 years of 

service. 

Royston was a keen supporter of the 

John Carpenter Club and he particularly 

enjoyed attending the annual dinners at 

the Mansion House and School. 

Royston became a Freeman of the City of 

London, taking Livery of the Worshipful 

Society of Apothecaries. 

He had a passion for watching cricket 

and was privileged to be a member of the 

MCC, attending many games at his local 

cricket ground Lords. 

Royston is survived by his loving wife 

Pamela, to whom  he was married for over 

53 years,  their two children, Andrew and 

Julia, and two granddaughters. 

Ray Mannell 1935 – 2019

Ray (CLS 1953) was a major force for 

Old Citizen sport generally and was 

one of the pillars of the Old Citizens 

Rugby Club for more than 20 years.  In 

many ways Ray personified the Club 

at that time, with his enthusiastic ded-

ication, come rain or shine, in victory 

or defeat, always with undiminished 

charm, and kindness to new members 

coming into the Club from school. 

OC Alan Marjoram recalls: “I first 

met Ray when I had just left CLS and 

started playing for the OC Rugby Club. 

Lionel Bell talked me into going on 

Easter Tour, even though I could not 

play as I was recovering from a broken 

femur from a tree climbing accident. 

The first game was against Salisbury 

and Ray looked after me and made 

me welcome as I did not really know 

anybody. David Cohen took me to our 

hotel and Henry Courtney gave me a 

ride back to Redhill Train Station on 

Easter Monday so I could get home to 

Reigate. This was my first experience 

of the OC Rugby Club, and it made a 

lasting impression.”

Another OC, Barry Edwards, said: 

“I knew ‘Major’ very well. I remember 

Tony Stormer and I played against the 

Old Surbitonians down at Cobham. 

I later played with Ray for the OCs in 

the ‘60s and I was later Club Secretary 

when he was on the committee; then 

later, when I was Club Captain and we 

moved to Marvels Lane, in the new 

Clubhouse, designed by another club 

stalwart, Peter Jones.”

Ray Manell died peacefully in his 

sleep, on Wednesday April 17th, 2019, 

aged 84.



Barry High 1917 - 2019

Barry was born on 15th June 1917 in Nelson, New Zealand and 

in New Zealand time he would have been 102 on the day of his 

death.  He returned to England when he was three and went to 

City of London School.  

He left School when he was 14 and pursued a career as 

an apprentice carpenter and progressed to forming his own 

business when he was only 20.  He was called up in 1941 and 

joined the Royal Engineers and served in Burma on road 

construction and building Bailey bridges.  He held the rank of 

Major and was decorated for his services.  Barry met Peggy in 

the Cock Hotel in Cockfosters and married her in October 1942.  

He started developing properties in the Hadley Wood area in 

Brockley, Gloucestershire in the early 1950s.

Barry was a fine and competitive golfer and a very influential 

member of Hadley Wood Golf Club.  He was Captain in 1965-66 

and President of the Club between 1982-86. 

Barry achieved an OBE in recognition of his charitable work, 

one of which was donating a lifeboat to the Ilfracombe RNLI 

lifeboat station.  He was a remarkable man and achieved much in 

his long lifetime.  He will be sorely missed.

He died on Friday 14th June 2019 in his home in Blockley, 

Gloucestershire. 

Ian Courtney 

Ian (CLS 1961 - 1971) was the last in a long line of Courtneys to 

attend CLS.  He was reasonably academic but his great passion 

was sport. At School he played for both rugby and cricket first 

teams, and later played cricket for the Old Citizens for a number 

of years. However, although the School didn’t play squash, Ian’s 

biggest achievements were winning the Surrey squash U18 

doubles when he was only fourteen with his brother Stuart, and 

then the Public Schools U18 doubles with his great friend Barry 

O’Connor from Dulwich College. He also won a number of senior 

doubles tournaments.

After School, Ian had a number of jobs - possibly the most 

interesting and rewarding being the driver for rock bands and 

solo music artists such as The Who, Jimi Hendrix and Elkie 

Brooks, to name a few.

Ian leaves a daughter Alex and a grandson Callum.

Robert Emlyn Davies 

Robert (CLS 1960) attended Magdalene College Cambridge 

from 1960-1964 and worked for the Investiture of the Prince of 

Wales, the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board and the Inland 

Revenue (later HMRC).

He is fondly remembered by his brother Mark, CLS 1960-1970.

Jack Reginald Aspinall 1925 -2019

Jack joined CLS from Laycock Street Primary School and was 

relocated to Marlborough with the School during the War. He 

subsequently had a very successful career in the City as a Bank 

Manager initially with Westminster Bank, latterly NatWest.  

He became a Freeman of the City of London in 1974.  Jack was 

immensely proud of being an alumnus of the City of London 

School and was involved with the John Carpenter Club over the 

years. Jack passed away on 17 January 2019 at the age of 94. 
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In memoriam ...

Paul Wycherley – Class of 1940s

Graham Stokes - Class of 1950

Brian Dinning – Class of 1951

Maurice Greenberg – Class of 1951

Philip Camp – Class of 1952

Alan Truelove – Class of 1953

Hugh Courts – Class of 1953 

Michael Donald Hind – Class of 1956

Philippe Lacamp – Class of 1959 

Douglas Stoker – Class of 1966 

David Schneider – Class of 1967 

Roger Burgess – Class of 1967

Alan Boaz Djanogly – Class of 1979

James Gleadow – Class of 2000

Raman Akay – Class of 2000

Hieronymus Tweed-Davies – Class of 2004

DIGITAL ARCHIVE

If you would like to remind yourself of events 

or people during your schooldays here, you can 

browse and search a huge repository of documents 

including School Magazines, Prize Day lists and 

Gazettes in the online CLS digital archive: www.

clsarchive.org.uk

The Gazette is produced by the John 
Carpenter Club.

Lay-outs: Charles Paintin & Karen Sage

Editor: Karen Sage

Printer: Warwick Printing Co.

Due care is taken to ensure that the content 
of the Gazette is accurate, but the JCC does 
not accept liability for omissions or errors.

Class Notes

Old Citizen Andrew Mudie: “I attended CLS between 1955 

and 1959 (Dr Barton). Today I spend most of my time in 

Australia where I have a civil engineering company that 

keeps me busy – retirement seems a distant option given 

the plethora of activities a civil engineer can get up to with 

the opportunities presented by climate change – someone 

must see it as a positive and indeed a business opportunity!

“My favourite teacher at School was of course, Nobby 

Clark, a man who once conducted an English lesson in a 

Temple cellar bar (at 10.30am) where he taught three of 

us that English was 90% verbal communication and not 

to worry about reading and writing as that would come 

with experience. He was right - I have since published a 

few books, including ‘The Magwitch Fortunes’, a sequel to 

Charles Dickens’ ‘Great Expectations’, which I studied for 

English literature. I always thought the convict Magwitch 

was the hero and he is the focus of my book. My second 

book is ‘The Cannibal Islands’ set in Fiji in 1854 where a 

distant relative converts the cannibal chief to Christianity 

(true story!).

“I have such great memories of CLS and feel proud of the 

opportunity my father gave me to attend. It has taken the 

rest of my life to understand the magnificence and heritage 

I have been given.”

Stuart, Henry and Ian Courtney, all OCs
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